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Or, The Authors own Funeral ("Woke 


In his Meditation upon the 1 Kings 19. 4+ 
the latter end of the Ferſe, 
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Ii ij nom enough, Lord take away my Soule, for. 7 
an no better then my Fathers. 


FRY Hele Words are the Complaint, or the 
yo >. Petition, of the Suite, the With, er Rex 
I (ESD queſt, (call it what you will) of the 

n Prephet Elijah, now weary of his Life, 6: 
and deſiring be. might dye ; The cauſes and occaſion - 
of it, you may reade in the context, and in the 
Chapter immediately precedent, where ye have. 1 
the whole narration of the buſineſs, the ſum of all: 4 
you finde in the 14th; verſe of this Chapter; I 05 4 
have been very zalcus for the Lord God of Hyſts, bes: 2 
cauſe the Children of Iſrael have forſaken thy Cowes, 8 
nant, e. e wn thine Altars, and Slaine thy Prophets” Cl 
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Jt away. That wicked woman Jezhel, 
revenge of ber Chaplans, d Tric. of Ru. 
ich e had lately fo clearly d. o powerfully 


n vine t and ſilent't, and proved to be ſalſe Pro. 
phets) had ſworn his death, Warrants are ſcal'd, 
and Purſuivants ſent out to take him: Upon this, 
the Prophet flies for his life as farr'as to Beerſheba, 
the utmoſt border of all 1ſrae/ on the South, as 
Dan waz on the North; yet not thinking himſelfe 
1 3 there neither, though at ſo great a diſtauce, 
he takes a facther flight, a dayes Jojirney into the 
Wilderneſs, ſuppoſing haply he might finde more 
kindnes there among the wild beaſts, then amongſt 
men in Samaria more ſavage then they: But here 
demtets with another enemy, as dangerous as any 
> of the reſt, Hunger and Thirdt, in danger to pine 
and periſh through famine, his fear and haſt, not 
Allowing him either time or means to furniſh him- 
ſelfe with viatieum for ſuch a Voyage, nor the bar- 
ren wilderneſs affording him ſupplies of ſuſtenance 
in ſuch a want. The Prophet now compaſt about 
Wich ſo many deaths and dangers, and not know- 
ming which way to turn himſelt, hungry and'chirſty, 
faint and weary, layes him down under a Juniper 


| I Tree, wiſhing, That might wight be the end of his Pil- 
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in this Wilderneſs he makes his Will; Wherein, 
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ficſt, He bequeaths his ſoule to God that gave it; 
Lord take away my ſoule, his body to the Earth from 
whence t was taken, wiſhing, That ſpot of ground 
upon which he lay, might be his Grave, the Juni- 
per Tree over him his Monument, with no other 
Inſcription upon it, but onely this inſtead of an 
Epitaph, Iam no better then my Fathers. It is now e- 
nongh, Lord take away my ſoule, for I am no better then 
my. Fathers. 

In the Diviſion of the Text, I ſkall not uſe any 
curioſity at all, the words neither require, nor ad- 
mit ic. For the ſumme of them, you may call them 
if you pleaſe, in old Simeons Language, The Pro- 
phet Elijah's nunc Dimittis; Ot in St. Paula is 
Cupio diſſalwi. In it theſe Parcels, © 

Firſt, The Dimittis it ſelf, in theſe word, Lo | 
take away my Soule. 

Secondly, Two Reaſons perſwading j 
make this his Suite at this time: The one 
and ſet before the Dimittis, in theſe wor 
ſatis eſt, It is now enough. The other annext,and fol- 
lowing after it, in theſe words, Nam non fn melior. 
majoribus nie is, F or I am no better then my Fathers. 

In all reaſon, we muſt begin firſt with the for- 
mer Reaſon, both becauſe it ſtands firſt in the | 

8 B 2 Text; * 
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Text; and becauſe it ſtands in our way to the 
Nunc Dimiitis; and becauſe it is a motive uſhering 
it in, therefore of it firſt, of Nunc ſatis eſt, before 11 
of Nunc Dimittis: It ii now enough. | 

And Elijah's ſatis eſt, may be reaſonably ground- 
ed upon theſe four Conſiderations; or in four re- 
ſpecta might he well ſay, It i now enough. 

t. In reſpect of what be had ſeen. 
2. In reſpe& of what be had ſafered. 
\3- In reſpect of what he had done. 

(. In reſſedt of the years be bad lived. 

In all theſe reſpe&s,the Prophet might reaſona- 
bly ſay, Nunc ſatis eſt, It is now enough; As if he 
ſhould ſay, Lord I have ſeen enough to make me weary 
of this World; And I have ſuffered enough to make me 
wel of my Life : And I have done enough i: the 
4 faitbfull diſcharge of my duty in the Office of 4 Pro- 
Phet, whereunto I was called: And I have lived long 
enough ec en to deſire to live no longer in this wretched 
World; therefore now Lord, I beſeech yee diſmiſs me, 
Lord tale away my Soule. So here are four enoug's, 
and they ate all grounded in the 14. verſe of this 
-  Ghapter, and in this Text, For firſt, He complains 
there, The Children of Iſrael have forſaken thy Cove- 
nat, broke down thine Alters, and Slaine thy Pro- 
i phets with the Sword: There's his Satis Vidi, I have. 
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3 een enough, Secondly, 
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Secondly, He complains, That he onely 3s left, and 
they ſeek, bis Life, to take it away: There's his Satis 
Tali, I bave ſujfered enough. 

Thirdly, I have been Zealous for the Lord God of 
Hiffs : There's his Satis Feci, I hawe done enough . 

Fourthly, Thoſe three things before mentioned, 
which he had Seen, which he had Suffered, and 
which he had Done, were not the worke of a ſhort 
tune ; they were the worke of many years ; he was 
now grown old under his ſufferings, and doing his 
Duty, and ſo willing to follow the Generation of 
his Fathers, For I am no better then my Fathers : 
There s his Satis Vixi. And in all theſe reſpects he 
concludes, It is nom enough, and begs for a diſmiſſi · 
on, Lord take away my Soule. f 

To all theſe enoughs, we ſhall ſpeak ſomething: 
briefly, with the inferences from them: And firſt 
ol his Satis Vidi, I hate ſeen enough: That is, (as 
himſelf Interprets himſelf, wer. 14.) of the wick 
edneſs, irreligion, profaneneſs, and Idolatry of the 
times and places that he lived in, to make him 
weary of the world, and of his life: And that is 
the firſt ground of this his requeſt to Almighty 
God, to take away his Soule, 

he inference from hence is this: 

That to live in evill times and places where 
+ pl iniquity 


; iniquity doth abound, is to pious Souls, and to 
ſach as fear Gad; matter of great grieſe and ſot- 
row of heart, even enough to make them weary, 
not onely of thoſe times and places, but e ven of 
their Lives too. St. Peter tells us of Lot dwel- 
ling in Sodom, That his righteons Soule was vext from 

day to day with their unlamfull doings, 2 Pet. 2.7.8. 

The holy Prophet David complains in this caſe, 

and be wails his hard condition in this reſpe&,cvgn 

tn paſſionate expreſſions, Woe 3s me that I am cord 

ſtrained to dwell in Meſech, and to hawe my habitation - 
among the Tents of Kedar. And the Prophet Habak- 

kuk, as paſſionately as he, in the ſame caſe, Hal. 

1+ 2, 3, 4. O Lord, how long ſhall I cry, and thou wilt 

not heare ! yea, even cry ont ef violence, and thou will 

not help? Why doſt thou ſhew me iniquity, and cauſe me 

to bebold ſorrow ? for the Law is diſſolved, and judy- 

ment doth not goe forth: the wicked doth compaſs about 

the righteous : therefore unjuſt judgement doth proceed. 
Thus we {ce how righteous ſouls are affected in 

theſe caſes, and afflicted with grief and ſorrow un- 

der the ſence of the wickedneſſes, & abominations 
that are committed under the Sunne, in the times 
and places where they live. Reaſons. 

| 1. Becauſe hereby God is diſhonowed, whole 
| * gtory is dear unto them. 
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2. The Church is feandalized, holy Religion 
reproached, the Goſpel of Jeſus Chiiſt aſperſed, 
and the way of God evill ſpoken of, eſpecially if 
theſe things be done, and ſuffered in a Chriſtian 
Church, or Common- wealth. 
3. It gives ſo great offence to many weak ones, 
that it cauſes them to with-draw themſel ves from 
the ſociety of the faithFull, to abhorre the Sactifi- 
wy the Lord, to deſpiſe the ſtanding Ordinan- 
f the Church, and for thoſe evills, which we 
ſee, to fotſake that.which is good 4 to throw up all, 
and to make ſeparation. | 

4. Hereby they deſtroy their own ſouls, of 
which others fearing God, are more ſenſible then 
they themſelves : Chriſt beholding Jeruſalem, and 
fore-{eeing the calamity that hung over it, Wepr- 
for it, they did not ſo for themſel ves. | 

5. They provoke wrath,and draw down judges: 
ments upon the place where they live, both upon 
themſelves and others for their ſakes: For theſe: 
things ſakes comes the wrath of God upon the Children 
of diſobedience, Epheſ. 5. 6. . 

Upon theſe Conſiderations, piovs ſouls, men 
fearing: God, ate ſenſible of the ſins of others, as 
well as of their own ; and of the iniquity of the. 1 
times and places where they live, and they are un- 


* 
: 
1 , 
* 
E ” 
do 
» > 24 A Fg «1 22 
2 2 1 - & 7 


A&M Croat 6.48 Win of | 
3 to them matter of great ſorrow and greif of heart 
T beheld the tranſgreſſors, and was greived,Plal. 1 ge 
158. 24 8 if" Uſer-\, LL 1 

1. It ſhould teach men wiſedom, where they 
can, and as farr as they can, to uſe prudence in the 
choyce of the places of theit᷑ habitation, and when 
to thake this one of their reſpects among all other, 
that they may feat themſelves in ſuch 4 place 
where the fear of God is amongſt them, Lot 68 


but an ill choyce (though he lighted on the 
the Land) when; he choſe the plain of Sodom to 
pitck his Tent in: Abraham might well be afraid 
to ſojourne in Gerar, when he perceived the feart of 
God was not in that place, Gen. 20. 11. When we 
match ohr Soiis, oi Daughters, we enquire dili- 
penely, what Portion, what Parentage, we erquire 
after the fatheſs of the Land, fruicfulneſs ot the 
"Soyle, convenience of ſituation, and the like, and 
Al this with good diſcretion too; but among all 
the reſt, we ſhould not leaye ont this as a maine 
confiderativn, whether we diſpoſe of them to 
ſuch à plate where the. fear of God is among the 
Frege Inhabitants there, whetl er they live 
| Under a good Miniſtery, a good Mzjeſtracy, a 
good Government, where wickedneſs. and vice 1s 
puniſhed, Were Religion and godlineſs is ſet up, 
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of God be in the place ? a very conſiderable bleſ- 
ſiag, and a great part of their happineſs. 

2. Try your zeale and love to Coq and his truth 
to holy Religion, and the Golpel, by this Touch- 
ſtone, by your hatred of ſin, as cl]; in others, as in 
your ſelves, and by your grief and ſorrow of heart, 
when you lee it reign and abound in the Land, and 
in the times and places where you live, Beloved, 
. in evill times, and in places bad enough, 

Mere you have occaſion enough given you to ex- 
exciſe your zeale, and to ſhew your love, and grief, 
and anger, if you have any in this caſe, you may 
ſee as out Prophet did, the La w forſaken, the Co- 
venant broken, the Worſhip of God neglected, the 
Ordinances deſpiſed; the Sabbath prophan?d, the 
Sacrameuts ſlighted, &c. if we can ſee theſe things; 
and not be ſenſible of them, and ſorry for them, at 
leaſt where we cannot help them, ſurely our zeale 
is cold, and our love but {mall ; Set a Marke(faith _. 
the Lord) upon the Forebeads of all theſe that Mourne 

for the aboninations that are done in the City, Ezek, 9. 4. 
"Tis an Argument of a gracious heart, to take to 
heart the iniquities of the times, to ſigh and. 
mourn for them, to be diſpleaſed with chem, and 
tioubled at chem. | 
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ate iu place and power, to exerciſe their authority 

in ſuppreſſing lin, in puniſhing the wickedneſs of 
the tune and places where they Itve, in ſtopping 
the courſe and current of iniquity prevailing : If 
Magiſtrates, they muſt be cloathed with zeale as 
with a cloak, they muſt put on Juſtice as a Robe, 
and Judgement as a Crown or Diade m, they muk 
be girt about with the Sword of vengeance, and 
let proud and inſolent offenders know, they doe 
not beare that Sword in vain : If Miniſters, they 
muſt cry aloud, and not ſpare, and never leave 
crying out againſt the prevailing and reigning ſins 
ef the times and places where they live, till they 
bave cryed them down, and take heed they doe not 
dy their ſilence and connivence, make the mſelucs 
partakers of other mens ſins: Parents of Children, 
Maſters of ſamilies, they are in thoſe leſſer ſocieties 
which they are (ct to Govern ; both Kings, Prie ſts, 
and Prophets, all which Offices they muſt execute 
in the Government of their little Com mon- 
wealth, every one in the ſeverall Sphere wherein 
de movcs, and Calling whetein he is ſet, according 
to his place and power is to endea vous the ſup- 

preilng of ſin, the puniſhment of wickednefs, and 

the maintenance and encouragement of txue Reli- 
* - egand vertuc. 4. Heres 


- evill times as here we ſpeak ot) for the Saints and 
ſervants of the moſt high, the favourites of Heaven, 
toſtand up, and to ſhe themſel ves, to make in- 
terceſſion for the People, and Places where they are, 
for the diverting of choſe Judgements which theſe 
ſins call for, ro uſe the Intereſt which they have in 
God, to intreat for the reſt, that God would ſpare 
them, toſtand in the Gap (as Moſes did) to make 
Atonement for the People and Places where they 
are, as Aaron did, to divert, ſtay, ſuſpend, or re- 

move Judgement denounc t apainſt them, when 
wrath ie gone forth, andthe Plague begun ; and 
bappy thdle Places which ha ve ſnch'as theſe are in 
them, though bur a few faveurites of Heaven, to 
make in to God, to uſe cheir intereſt in him, to in- 
treat for the reſt, great things hath God done at 
their requeſt in the behalfe of others, and even 
thoſe that deſp iſe them, are more beholden to 
them then they. are aware of, 

487 © In ſach evill times and places as we (peak 
of, we are to be admoniſhed to walk warily for 
four of Infection, for fear of ſeduction, leaſt we 
come to be corrupted and infected by them, and 
ſo while we complain the times are t vill, we our 
{clyes make them worſe 3 ſo St. Faul argucs, Ephbe. 
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4. Here? $ real on and opportunity (in ſuch 
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T =# ug Waſh eirrumfpefily, becauſe tbe dayes are evil, 
2 to have any fallomſbip with the un- 
fruirfull works of darkneſs, but rather reprowe them, 
( Epbeſ. $1 1.) to ſhe w our diſlike of them by 
avoydingthem,to.reprove them by a ſober, righte- 
ous, ani godly converſation, the moſt reall re- 
prooſe to the lewd and looſe carriage and behavi- 
our of wicked men that can be; by this oppoli- 
tu the hialyconves{ation of godly men becomes 
more illuſtitous z thus. doth; their. light come to 
ſbine before Men, ſo that they ſee ing their good works, 
are moved to gloriſie the Father which i in, Hea- 
wew ; this is to wall a/ Chiłdten of the light, and 
to ſhine as lights in the midſt of a froward, and a 
dark Generation, which will be the great con vi- 
Qion and condemnation, of thoſe, wicked men 
they live amongſt, and their own high prayſe and 
great reward another day: This was the high 
prayſe of Noah, Gen. 6. 9. Noah was 4 juſt Man in 
his Generation: Why, what Generation was that? 

zit Was an evill Generation; When all F leſb had core 
rrupted their wayes before. the Lord, Noah fill kept 
| bis integrity, he was a juſt Man in his Generation. For 
Alrabam in Caldea, Lot in Sodom, Fob in Vz, Noah 
in his Generation to hold faſt his integrity, was 
their high prayſe. 
2 And 
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And fo, we have done with Elijah. firft Satis eſt, 
the firſt of his enonghe, In reſpect of the evill be 
„bad ſeen. | 
Y We come now to conſider of the ſecond, which 
chest the ,ewill that he had Suffered, Satis Tull, I 
bave ſuffered enough; and this ariſeth out of thoſe 
words in the latter end of the 14. ver. They have 
Slainthy Prophets with the edge of the Sword, and I 
anely am left, and they ſeek my Life to take it away ; 
By this, you may gather in what condition he was 
in reſpect of ſufferings, by Perſecution, Baniſh- 
ment, Hunger, and Thirſt, and variety of dangers, 
shreatning even Death it (clt. 

The inference from hence is this; 

That it is no news to ſee the beſt of Saints to 
ſufler the worſt things that the world can doe un- 
to them: Fo fee Joſeph in the Priſon, Job upon 
the Dunghill, Jeremy in the Dungeon, Jonah in the 
Whales belly, Iſay under the Saw, Paul under the 
Axe, Stephen under a ſtorme of Stones, and all 
this under the hands of wicked men; and more 
then this, when ſuch wicked and ungodly men 
live at eaſe, and in peace, proſper, and flouriſh, 
Pane in no mis fortune like other men; neither are they 
laſted like other men, as the Prophet David ob- 
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apprehenſion, and doe ; but they are 
ho news to thoſe that are well read in the waye, 
of Providence, nor ftrange neither, when wiſely 
weighed, and rightly conſidered : And to hely 
you in thoſe Conſiderations, I commend you to 
two of Davids Pſalmes, the 37. and the 73. both 
ſpent wholly upon this ſubject, to take away the 
ſcandall of the Croſle; In both which, he firſt 
rayſes the Objections, and then brings in full an. 
ſwers to them for the clearing of Gods Juſtice in 
this croſs diſpenſation of Providence, and for the 
ſatisfying of himſelf and others in this matter: 
[ ſhall therefore wave what the Prophet hath there 
delivered, and onely ſhew you very briefly ſome 
Reaſons why and how it comes ſo to paſſe, and 
what. profitable Uſe we may make of' this Medi- 
tation, and ſo paſſe on to the next. | 


Reaſons. 
lf youaske me then, How it comes to paſs that 


-the beſt men ſhould ſuffer the worſt things here 
in this world ? 1 Anſwer : 


1. This proceeds from the malice of Satan, evet 


contriving miſchief againſt the Church, even to 
the utter ruine of it, it it were poſſible, that the 
gates of Hell ſhould prevail againſt it; There is 
an 


- A —.— the __ and the Serpent; 
which will never be reconciled. 

2. From the hatred that wicked men (well 
nigh as bad as himſelfe) bear againſt it; his very 
Intiruments and Agents are ready to execute his 
will upon it; the enmity is not onely between 
the Woman and the Serpent, but between their 
Seed alſo: Wicked men are the very Seed of the 


the Church, and Children of God, as the Serpent 
doth. a man. 

3. From their own folly, which by ſinne lay 
themſelves open to their malice : Balaam knew he 
could have no power over the Iſraclites to hurt 


dtaw * to ſin againſt God. But when he had 


contriv'd a way to make them commit Fornication” 


with the Danghters of Moab, he knew he had his 
purpoſe on them in expoſing them to wrath and 
judgement, Numb. 25. 
- 4+ This comes to pals by the juſt and wiſe 
Providence of God, not onely permitting, but or- 
1758 it fo, for holy ends, and good purpoſes, 
For tryall of their Faith, that they =p 

tome out of them as Gold refined: 

2; For exerciſe of their Graces, Ut 8 
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Serpent, and doe as naturally maligne and hate 


them, except he could deviſe ſome way how to 


1 


 apprebeiith | Cay bexenll vi 
approved, improved. 
3 For purging out and mortifying of their bus 
ruptions, erucifying of their duſts, and inordinate 
<Aions, 
4. For holding of them cloſe to Duty, as of 
Repentance, Prayer, and a conſtant dependance 
— God. | 
For the weyning of them from this preſent 
evill world, that they might ſeek and affect bettet 
things in a better world, and minde the things that 
ire above, Coloſ. 3. 1: 
6. That they may have nothing to ſuffer here 
-_ after, they are chaſtiſed in che world, that they 
4 may not be condemned with the world. | 
| . DVſes. | 
1. Are theſe the wg why God ſuffere th bis 
Saints to ſuffer ? Then Sens ſufferings by 
the grace of God; Wellcome Afflictions by the 
will of God they ſhall be a benefit unto us, a 
gteater advants ge then the Eaſe, Peace, and Pro- 
{perity of wicked men can be unto them; nay, 
then theſe could have been unto our ſelves, if 
„e had had them: Eaſe ſlayetb the froliſb, and the 
profperity of Fooles deſtroge th them, Prov. 1. 32. 
+ ons. Pooles gather ud and dirt, when run- 


ning 


C 


© 
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| ning Sereames keep pare and clear; Winde and 
Thunder purge the Ayre, and the Fire doth not 


conſume, but refine the Gold that is caſt into it: 
and ſuch: are the ſufferings of the Saints & ſervants 
of God to thoſe that are exerciſed under them. 

2. Think not ſtrange of thoſe fiery tryalls, and 
that the beſt men are ſo often under them, it were 
ſtrange if it were not ſo ; Chriſtianus Crucianue, 
the Croſſe is the Chriſtians badge, the Cogniſance 
of a Diſciple, our Lord himſelf the Captain of our 
falvation,was made perfect through ſufferings, he 


catrie che Croſs upon his own ſhoulders up Mount 
Calvaty, upon which himſelf was Crucified 3 and 


we may not think much that come after him, with 
Symon the Cyrenian to carry one end of it : She we 
me the man of any ſtanding in the profeſſion of 
Chtiſtianity, that hath been conſtantly free from 
ſofferings, and | will (ay, He is either a Miracle, or 8 
Monſter in Religion. 

Think not the worſe neither of your ſelves, 
nor others in this caſe 3 Croſſes ate not Curſes, nor 
the grea teſt duffe ters (therefore) the grea teſt din- 


ners: The ſufferings of che Saints are ſofart from 
being Arguments of Gods diſpleaſure towards 


them that clean contrary, hey are rather evi- 
droses of his lovei and>favous 1 SoiSr. Paul Ar- 


| "I D gues, 


— 1 
1 . 3 ˙ 


ts, Ae V2. . bom he bowetb be ebaſtenet h, aud 
were Beth every fone ham / he recei eth · St: Jeron 


never feared his eſtate worſe; then when tor three 


years together he lived in peace, and was free from 
all 2rouble and adverſity. It chow taint in the 


time of adverſity, thy ſtrength is imall : Remem- 


ber, all promiſes of bleſſings and good things 
made to Gods Children, are made with exception 


| of the Croſs, againſt which, even grace and good- 


neſs, piety and obedience, holineſs it ſelf is no pro- 


tection : Sanity and ſuffermg may ſtand toge- 


ther, They were holy ones of whom God ſpake, 
Pf. 89: 32-33. Their iniquity will I wiſer with the rod, 
and their ſon with ſcokrges : but my loving kindneſs 


' will I never take from them, nor ſuſſer my truth to 


faile. | | 

4. Beware of murmuring, by: no means ſuffer 
Your hearts to break out in any evill thought: 
againſt God and his Providence, even in his moſt. 
ſevere proceedings againſt you, as if he dealt too 
hardly wich you, this were to charge God fooliſh- 
; But let him be ever juſtified in bis. ſayings and 
doings, and clear when be 1; judged ; and to ſi- 


- tence all clamour, murmurings, and mutinous 
thoughts, In this eaſe-take with you theſe two 
. fidctarions. Firſt, See ſim im all, let the mean 


1 


ſtruments of it what they can, doe but look well 
into it, and you ſhall finde, Sinne lyes at the bot- 
tome: David ſaw this, Pſal. 25. 18. Look npon my 
adverſity and my trouble, and forgive me all my Sinne. 
Jeremy ſa wit in his Lamentat ions, cap. 3. 29. Mhy doth 
living man complaine, man ſuffering for his Sinnes v 
asif he ſhould tay, There is no reaſon for it, let bing 
conſeder well of it, and he 
greater then bis ſuſſerings, his ſuſſerings leſs then his 
deſervinge. Secondly, See God in all, though ſin 
be the cauſe of all, tis God that is the Judge of 


all: 1s +bere any ewill in the City, and the Lord hath © 


not done it ? And if it be the Lord, let him doe 
what he will, he ncither can, nor will doe unjuſt 
ly? When Moſes told Aaron in à grievous Affliction 
that befell him, Levi. 10. That it was from the 
Lord; The Text ſayes, Aaron held his peace, ver. 
he had no more to lay, If it be the Lordi doing; 


bim dog what is good in his eye; bis "will be done 4 
well upon us, as by us, and well in taking away, at 
giving; Ever ſay with holy Job in the like caſe, 
Bleſſed be the Name of the Lord, Job 1. 22 
5: ln the ſuffcrings of the Saints and fernt 


of God here in this world, let wicked and ungdd 


ly men rcade their own doome, and certainly ton? 4 
* D 2 clude, 


N 


by vbich yen ſuffer be what it will; and the In- 


find, bis Sinnes are 


WM; 
'& > 


* clude, That{theyhave aheavy'reticoning to mak 
to God in-the day of account, that. great is the 
'wiathiof, tb Allmighty againſt them, and feare- 
full.the Judgemeprs that doe await them. Behold 
1055 the Lord) I wiſit the City upon which my name 
x called, and doe you think to eſcape ? you ſhall not 
eſcape. . And if the righteous be ſcarely ſawed, where 
ſhall the ungodly and the Sinner appeere ? Surely if 

he doe ſo ſeverely ſcouige his own Children with 
Scourges, he will torment them with Scorpions. 
Solaman obſerved in his time, Ecclef. B. 17. That 
becauſe 7 udgement:wes not feedily, executed upon evill 

' gbers;; thereſert the bearts of the fonnes of men were 

| wholly ſet upon wickedneſs. But there is no reaſon 
10 it, if they knew all; alas } they ſee not that 
their day is comming, they may make a Covenant 

With the Grave, and with Hell be at agreement, 

hut that Covenant will not ſtand; they may cry, 

ac \Þ£4c6, unto, themſelves here there is no peace, 
| and. fo l:ep.a. while in their ſecurity, but their 
: tha they may ſing Requie ms 
; ta their fouls, Ede, bibe, lade, Eat, drink, and be 
, merry, but they ſee not the hand · writing on the 
Wall. Miene, Mene, e. Tow art weighed in the hal- 
Ven * md art fpund tp light: they heare not the 
| drcadiull noyſe, Stulte hat node, This night ſhall they 
Lotus 1 feteb 


fark away thy ſoule: With what deriſion doth tlie 
joyce, O young man, in thy youth, and ler thy heart 
cheere thee in the dayes of thy youth, and walk in the 
fybt of thine eyes, and the wayes of thine heart; bus 
remember, that for all theſe things God will bring thee 
into judgement. But the Lord ſpeaks terror to them 
by his royalt Prophet David; Pſa) 50 21. Thus 
and thus haſt thow done, and I held iy tongue, and 
thou thoughtefh me ſuch a one as thy ſelſe: but I will 
reprove thee, and ſet thy ſinnes in order beforg thee, 
Beloved, take this for a moſt certaine ob{ctvatton; 
'Tis the moſt dangerous ſtate in the world for 
a man to goe on in ſinne, and proſper, to live in 
ſinne. and to live at cafe, free from adverſity and 
affliction: Ephraim is given unto Idols let him 
«lone, ſaĩth the Lord by the Prophet Hoſea, e. 4.17. 


Nolo iſtam miſericordiam, (faith St. Jerom) Lord 


let me have none of that mercy, to be let alone in 


my: ſinne e Scinde, ure, ſeca ut in æternum pareas « 


Let me ſuſſer any thing in this life that thou ſhalt 
pleaſe to lay upon me, that I may be ſpared in the 
life to come, and have nothing to ſuffer in the 
other world. Let all ſecure finners know, There 
va Pit digging up for them, a very fignificant ex- 

preſſion of the Prophet, Þ ſal. 94. 13. Untill rhe 


wiſedom of God ſpeak to ſuch, Eceleſ. 1 1. 9. Re. 


pes + 


* 


. 
:, 
* Y 


| Pit be digged for the-ungodly..: Now the longer 
the Pit is in digging, the deeper it will be; and 
the deeper it is, the greater will be the fall into 
it, and the more ĩimpoſſible the recovery out of it, 
and ſo deep it may be, that it may let the ſinnet 
down into Hell it ſelf. I conclude this Point 
with that Advertiſement of Saint Paul which he 
gives to all ſuch ſecure ſinners, Rom. 2. 4. Know 
ye not thet the patience and long ſuffering of God 
ſhould leads #6 Kepentance p But tbos out of thin 
| bardnefs, and heart that tannot, repent, trea ſureſi ij 
unte thy ſelſe wrath againſt the day of wrath, and 
the declaration of the righteews judgement of God. 
And what a miſerable ching is this, for a man to 
treaſure up unto. himſclf wrath againſt the day of 
wrath, and all his dayes to be carrying fuel to 
that fire in which himſelfe is eternally to burne } 
Laſtly, From this truth, let all men certainly 
" conclude a Judge to come; for he that is the 
Judge of all the world hath (aid it, Thas he will 
render to every man, according 10 his works, Rom. 
8. 6. But we ſee, that is not done in this life; in 
this life here are croſs diſpenſations of Ptovi- 
gence, by which it falls out ot times clean con- 
ttary. Solomos obſerved this in his time, Eccit ſd. 
24 That there be righteous Men to whom it cometh 
ms . ac» 


I LL OATS et es ew ah wreaks Os Ba OS 


of tbe righteons. The royall Prophet Dawid before 


of it, That the wicked flouriſh, when the righteous 
geriſþ; they live at eaſe, and have all things that thaur 


Croſs, and under the Rod, chaſtiſed every Morn- 
ing, and viſited every moment, Hic pietatis bonos ? 
h; this the reward of piety ? Is this to render to 


:.. "> ip 7 Vo. A r TS rs 


if things ould reſt thus, then well might Saint 
Paul complain, That of all men, the Saints and ſer- 
vants of God were moſt miſerable : If in this life onely 
we have hope, then are we of all men moſt miſerable : 
Bur ſay nor ſo, and think not ſo, but poſſeſſe your 
foals with patience for a time, and mark the end, 
and you ſhall finde, it is not ſo. Remember that 
of St. Paul, 48, 17.31. That God hath appointed a 
day wherein to Judge the world in righteouſneſs, by 
bis Sonne Jeſus Chrift, when he will make all theſe 
croſſe rec onings right and ſtreight, wherein he 
will render eribulation to them that have troubled 
dis, and te thoſe that have been troubled, reſt 
wich him; when he will fay to alt thoſe ſecure 
ind ſenſuall ſinners, (as to the rich Epicure in the 


upriling ro the working of the wicked : and there be 
wicked Men to whom it cometb according to the work 


kim obſerved the fame, I fel. 73. and complineth * 


hearts can wiſh; When the righteous are under the 


every man according to his works ? ſurely no, and 


zl 
; 
4 


Goſpel, ; 


| 


 Goſpel,) Sonnes, remember you in your life time r. 
ceived pleaſure, and theſe my ſervants received pain: 
now they are comforted, and you are tormented : that's 
the day wherein this word ſhall be made good, 
That be will render to every Man according to bi 
works, therefore called, The day of. refreſbing, Ads 
3+ 19. The day reſtauration : The day of the righte- 
ous judge ment of God, Rom. 2. 5. Gods Judge- 
ments are alwayes righteous, but they are not 
al wayes declared to be ſo: but then they ſhall be 
declared to be ſo, in the ſight of all the world, 
men, and Angels, and they ſhall all confeſſe and 
ſay, as in the Plalme, Verely there 1 reward fat 
the righteous : doubtleſi there is 4 God that judgeth 
the earth. | 

And ſo we have done with the Prophets ſecond, 
Satis eſt, the ſecond of his enough ſpoken in te- 
ference to what he had ſuffered, Sati Tuli, I have 
ſuſfered enough. We now pals to the third, ſpoken 
in reference to what he bad done. | 
3. Satis Feri, I have done enough : And this 
ariſecb out of the firſt words of the 14. werſe, I 
bave been wery jealous, or zealous, for the Lord 
God, of. HoSts : this word is very ſignificant and 
rumprehenſi ve, it containes in; it muchas; as the 


Prophet 


a =. a> P J 
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4aithfull.dulcbarge of his duty in the; Office of a 


* * . 5 v3 L 
"Prophet een he was called. his rare to 
maintaine the true Religion and Worſhip of God, 
his courage in reproving the ſinnes of the ten 
Tribes, even in the greatelt, Ahab himſelſe not 
excepted 3 his zeale in convincing and (i ilencing 
the Prieſts 'of Baall in thoſe perillus times, when 
they had the protection and countenance of Au- 
thority on their lides, and much more; and that 
he did not theſe things coldly, negligently, per- 
fun&orily 3 but with all earneſineis and fervency, 
(as the, word; imports) for it comes from 24, to 
ile, as Iron doth, when being red hot it is dipt in 
Water, ſuch was his activity in the performance 
theſe his duties, and feryency of affection: 
Quicquid e gu, valid egit, as the Italian- are ſaid 
to doc, Ihe .zeale of . Gods Houſe did even conſume 
hin, as another Prophet ſpeaks : he did theſe du- 
ties with zeale as hot as fite: neither in this ter 
timony did he,arrogate to himſelfe any thing at 
all more then que, nor commend himſelfe above 
bis meaſure, the Story of his Life and Actions 
evidently "ae EE; che truth of what he here aſ- 
ſerts, That be had been very zealous for the Lord 
God o of Haft. in doing bis Will, in ſeeking bis Gary, 
ond in 55 45 belding and maintaining 115 ine Worſhip 
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-* "The Inferendes from hence are theſe three. 
he firſt, Thoſe that ate for God, muſt doe the 
Wil of God. ' | 
The ſeeond, It is not enough to doe, Oper 
-operato 3 but they muſt doe it as they ſhould be 
done, in due manner, with due afſections, and 
they muſt doe it home, or cls it will never teach 
to Elijab' Satis eft, I i ennph.” 
be third, It ſhall be their greateſt comfort in 
the evill day, that they have done ſo: the illa- 
tion of theſe is cleare out of Elijah Satis eſi in the 

Text, compar᷑ d with the firſt words of the 14. v. 
Pirſt, Thoſe that are for God, muſt doe the will 
of God in that Place, Calling, and Condition of 
Life wherein God hath ſet them; They muſt doe 
his will, whether it be Prophet, or Apoſtle, or a 
common Chriſtian, Magiſtra te, or Miniſter, or com- 
mon Belee vet, eyery one muſt in his Place, doe 
the will of Cod: It is our dayly Prayer, That hit 
will may be done in Earth, as it i in Heawen : And in 
this Prayer, Is it it that we ſhould over: look out 
 Telves ? No, as it is our dayly Prayer, ſo it ſhould 

de our dayly practiſe to doe his will : Nos every 
. ewe that ſaub ante me, Lord, Lord, fball enter into 
the Kingdom of Heaven, but be tbot deth the will of 
wy Father which is in Heaven. Net the bearers, = 
9 1 | ' 


SN 


the deer of the Law ſhall be juſtified : If you ber 


theſe things, bleſſed are you if you doe them. Chri- 


ſlianity calls for Action; it is not Logicall, but 
Moral l ; not ſpeculative, but practique: it conſiſts 


not in ſaying, nur in knowing, nor in prateſſing, 
tut in working; there muſt be a Feet in it: Regnum 
Dei non datur otioſet, (as St. Bernard (peaks) the 
Kirgdom of God is not given to idle proteſlors, 
and ptetendets; the Calling of a Chriſtian is a 
I,borious Calling, a Building, a Husbandry, a 
Warfare, all theſe call co work, there is ſomthing 
to be done where by we may bring glory to God, 
good to men, and comfort to our own fouls : The 
very Heathen were ſenſible of this, That they 
were bound to doe ſome good in the Generation 
wherein they lived; and they that did not fo, 
they were reproach t, as In utile pondus terra, an 
unproficable burden to the Earth. Fruges cone 
ſumere nati : as if they were borne onely to de- 
voure the good things of the Earth. He wasan. 
honeſt Moralift that ſpake it, Mortem non timore, 
quia ita vixi, ut fruſtra me natun non exiftimem ; [ 
am not afraid to dye, becauſe | have fu lived, as 
that no man may think that | was born in vans: 
a teſtimony that may ſhame many Chriſtians that 
ſo live and dye as if they were born in vain, im- 

E 2 prot 


' profitable”. burdens-to the Earth Terrible is the 
doome of the unprofitable ſervant in the Gofpel 


Jae ebe unprofuable ſervant, binde him band and 
| foot, and caſt him into utter darkneſs : He doth not 
charge him as being an hurtful] ſervant, but as an 
-| unprofitable ſervant; not with waſting his Talent, 
but with not improving it. Beloved, God looks 
ve ſhould be profitable ſervants, that we ſhould 
| bring glory to his name, hononr to the Goſpel, 
and that we ſhould doe good in our Genera tion, 
that the world ſhould be the better for our com- 
ming into it, not the worſe: Can any man ima- 
gine, or can it Rand with reafon to think, That 
ie molt holy God, and wiſe Creator of all things, 
ſhould Create ſuch a Creature as Man is fot 
nought, and. not look for fervice from him, and 
glory out of him? Why there is no Creature that 
be hath made, though never ſo mean and deſpi- 
cable, but he looks for glory by it, and fervice out 
df it, in its kind; Natura ibi facit fruſtra, T he 
- Godot Nature hath made nothing in vain ; And 
N ſhall Man. the moſt excellent piece of the Crea- 
tion (next unto the Angels) be unſervice able, and 
bring in nothing to the glory of the Creator ? 
Man, endued with ſuch rare gifts and abilities to 


Did 


_—— =a <0 Ga” oe. e. ess 


| doe good. withall, both to himſelf and others, 


1 ee Creator 
encies above the 1 


ſon, Judgement, Knowledge, 


nought ? No ſurely, 


come 


then Time, and of their Talents, how they have 


when they ſhall give an 


ued and improved them, what 


done with them. Beloved, That man ſhall never 
, which hath not in his life time, 
in ſome er the end of his Creation; 
The end of his Creation is, to glorific God, to 
doe good to men in his Generation, and to fue. 
ther the ſalvation of his own ſoule: Bleſſed is that 


ſere/ uns whom when bis Maſter cometh, he fbull finde ſo: 


dye comfortably 


. 


all of doin 


Uſes. 


It reproves all carnall, carelefs, and ſecure 
Chriſtians, if I may call them ſuch, and not rather 
Epicure, or Atheiſt, that make no Conſcience {at 
g good ſure they think falvation will 
come of — and God Wil drop down happi- 
neſs into · the it laps, while they fit ſtill, and never: 
look after it : What ſhall we cat, or har ſhall we 
Gak R, t where withall (hall we 


ve him with ſuch rare extel- 


the (Creatures, ſuch as' 
Underſtanding, Will, Memory, Affections, Rea- 


To whom much is given, of 
him much will be required : great receipts will 
make men liable to great accounts: A time will 


4 
0 


Conlcience, for 


account both of 


good they have 


be cloathed, are 
the 


the thiogs that take uputheit hart and thon 
hat tbe Tun urteſſartum t hat one thing that is 
nece ſſary, wholly layd aſide: Surely a great part 
of the world are very Atheiſts, they either think 
there's no heaven at all, o they ate much mitiaken 
in the way to it, and the means ot at taining itz 
We muſt work, walk, runne, fight the good fight 
of Faich; Strive to enter in at the ſtreight gate: 
through many tribulatiors, many ſufferings, ma. 
ny cumbatings; there are corruptions to be mor- 
tiſied, Luſts to be crucified, Temptations to be te · 
ſiſte d, afflictions to be ſuffered, ipirituall wicked - 
neſſes to be wraſtled withall: Qui cup opratam 
car ſu contingere metam, multatulit ſuirg pins ſudo vi 
& alſst : Chriſtianity is no idle Calling, it will 
take up the whole man, and the whole time, it 
will keep us doing in the practiſe of all Chijſtian 
duties, and the c xetciſe of all Chriftian graces. 

2. This reproves the Scepricks, and Gnoſticks of 
theſe times, whoſe Religion lyes all in their 
Braine, and in their Tongue, the Practique part 
of Chriſtianity they lay by, aud place it all in 
Theory and ſpeculation, they have found out 2 
neerer way to Heaven then ever cur Fathers knew, 
an eaſier, and a cheaper, they can talk themſe Ives 
chither, and diſpute themiclves thither, and lf 
i I this 
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this while fit ſtill, and neither PAT , nor walk for 
it at all; the 200d works which Chriſtianity calls 
for, chry pay with good words ; their devotion is 
turn d into diſputing, their faith into faQion, and 
their charity into cohtention ; the mayne of Re- 
ligion they Place in hearing of en Pliny 
writes of a certain Serpent, Aure ronceplt, Ore 
pern, That it 'conceives id che Fare, and bri ings 
forth at the'Mourh* as fic 5 an Einbleme for ſuch 
effors as cat be: They conceive by the Eare, 
arinſatiable defi te of Healing; and ring forth 
* the Mäuth, By !envief? dHiſpuring, and diſcout. 
fg Bur ke to the Hand b) wotking, or the Foot 
by walking, their Religion re acheth nor, without 
which? ll thereſti is but vain, 26 St. Famer tel la us. 
Therefofe, Sth mt as # Frale upom thine hen, and as 
8 Bracelet upon thine Arme, faith the Church to 
Chri, Cant. 8. 6. Upon which, St. Bernard thus 
Cloſſe tn, Is corde ſunt eee in brachiis ſum 
qperationes, ergo ſuper cor, Heber brachinen + The 
heart is the Nat of affections, the Arme the Int 
ſtrument of actions: Set me there fore as a Scale 
upon thy he att, and as a bracelet upon thine atme 
that with the one I may ever affect, and with the 
other effect the things that pleaſe thee. Beloved, 


Not one ly the Law, but the Goſpel, every where 
calls 


| ls fox wo ks at our ns Be GW 'of 
good wor wy uns 2. 14. Fruitfull in good work, 
Col. 1. 0. And let ours alſo learn to ſhew forth 
Th works. What ? though they be not Canſa 
gun 1. The cauſe why we. ſhall reigne ; yet 
cy ate, Vis Regni, The way to the Kingdcme, 
nd the way which God hath appointed we ſhould 


i 19 in Ges What though they doe not ju- 
© 


nor Merit Jet they axe. profitable for ne- 
uſes ; by them 


is pur Heavenly Father glo- 


Tibed) de Gee 0 6 % Gy tilt honoured a 
adored 3 they are „e, e 
Hur, aith, the uc al prof ſſiop ; they 
Pring comfort. to the Conſcioncę here, and there 
1s, 2: e e waſd ft them in Heaven: 5 theug 


not, Propter Mere 3 yer. "Seenadure opera, according 
to our works to be given unto, us. Bleſſed are the || 


| deed. which dye in the Lord, even. ſo ſaith the ſpirit 
for the ey reſt from their tabeurty, and their works fol- 
ow them x And happy i is he which hath ſtore of 
them in that, day to prayſe big) in the gates 
And thus much of the ficſt inſe rence, drawn 
Hom Elyab's third; Satis eſt, that is, I bawe dong 
gnough : ; Thoſe, that are tor Hog, mult doe the will 
of God, 
or "i The ſecond follows, and,” "is this, That it i 


not 
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| ances of it, and done in a right manner: If e 


the mind mote then the matter, we muſt not ſerve. 
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got enough to doe the will of God, Opere eperato: 
but they muſt doe it as it ſhould be done, or els 
it will ne ver teach to the Satis eft in the Text: 
Now this Satis: eſt, hath reſpect to two things in 
doing the will of God. Firſt, The manner ot do- 
ing it. Secondly, The extent of it. The firſt re- 
quires, that it be done well. The ſecond, that it 
be done home, they both are included in the 
Word Zealows : I have been Zealows for the Lord 
God of Hoſts. Zeale is a vehement affection, eom · 
poſed of Love and Anger, and Actions flowing 
from theſe two, are ever done in earneſt, they are 
done home and throughly, and fo ought we to 
doe all things that we doe for God: The Opas 
operatum, the work done will not ſerve the turne, 
but ic muſt be rightly qualified in all the circum- 


love the Lord our God, we muſt love him with all 

our heart, with all our ſoule, with all our mind, 
and with all our ſtrength : If we ſerve him, wr 
muſt ſerve him with reverence and godly ſeare: If 
we worſhip him, we muſt worſhip him in Spirit, 
and in Truth. Luther ſaid well, That God loves Ad- 
vers, rather then Verbs, the manner of doing, more. 
then the work done, the will more then the deed, 
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God negligently, nor. we muſt not ſerve him by 
halves, cither of theſe make our obedience fall 
ſhort of Elijab's Sati eſt in the Text: To ſay, we 
beleeve in God, we love God, and we feare God, 
and not to obey him, to ſhew. our faich by our 
works, and our fear by our worſhip, Non ſaty eff, 
it is not enough; but to our faith to joyne our 
obedience, and to our fear to joyne our worthip, 
and to our love our care to keep his Commande. 
ments, Sis eff, it is enough: To profeſs that we 
know God, to confeſs his Name, to draw neer 
unto him with our lips, and in all out ward de- 
pottment to have a forme of godlineſs, Non ſatis 
efd; it is not enough ; but to know God in Chtiſt, 
reconciling the world unto himſelfe, to dra w neet 
unto; him with our hearts, and deareſt affections, 
nnd with the forme of godlineſs to ſhew forth the 
power of it, Satis eſi, it is enough: To cry Lord, 
Lord, a0 in the Goſpel, and Templum Domini, Ten- 
pm Domini, The Temple of the Lord, The Temple 
1 the Lad, as the Jews did in Jeremy, Non ſatis 
z ie ie not enough: but to doe the will of our Fa- 
«ther. which is in Heaven, and in his Temple to 

' Tfrrak of his Honour, and to worſhip him aright, 
Ari e, it is enough. To make our boa ſt of God, 
undlut hi Law, to heare every day a Sermon, to 

know 


| Elijah% ae Duni. go. 
know the Miſtery of the Goſpel, to have a mouth 
full of Scripture ready at all times to throw at 
anadverſary in diſpute or diſcourſe, Non ſatis eſt, 
it is not enough : bur to know the truth as it 18 
in 7e ſus, to receive the truth with the Ive of the 
truth, to anſwer the end of the Evangelicall 
Law, which. is Love out of a pure heart. a good 
Conſcience, and Faith unfeigned, Satis eff, it is 
enough. To bring multitudes of ſacrifices and 
oblations unto the Lord, to ſtretch out our hands 
before him, and to make many Prayers, Non ſatis 
eſt, ĩt not enough but to waſh us, to make us 
deane, to take away the evill of our works from 
before his eyes, to ceaſe to doe evill, and learne 
to doe well, Satis eſt, it is enough. To come be- 
fore the Lord with thouſands of Rams, and ten 
thouſand Rivers of Oyle, to give the fruit of my 
bociy for the fin of my ſole, (Micha 6. 6, 7.) Non 
ſatis ef, it is not enough: bur to doe Judgement, 
to love Mercy, and to walk, humbly before the Lord, 
Satis eſi, it is enough. Io conclude this point, to 
be admitted into the viſible Church, ro be matti- 
culated into it by Baptiime, to. hve in a prote ſſe d 
ſubjection to the Golpel of Chriſt, to come to 
Church, to heare Sermons, ro fit out the Service, | 
and at the appointed times to icccive the Sacra- oth 
y ment 
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ment of the Lords Supper, (though this be more: 
then we can gaine of many among you,) Non 
ſatis eff, it is not enough : but to make it our care 
all the dayes of our lite, to make good the Cove- 
nant which we made in our Baptiſme, to become 
Members of the inviſible Church, incorporated 
into ir, and united unto it by the bonds of faith 
and of the ſpirit, to expreſs the power of the 
Word, Sacraments, and Spirit working by them 
in a conſtant holy walking before the Lord, as 
becomes the Members of that holy Society, Sat 
eff, it is enough: And ſo we have made good the, 
ſecond Inference drawn out of Elijab's . third 
Satis eff, in reference to what he had done, Satis 
Feei, I have done enough. But ſtay a little, be» 
fore we take our leave of this Sats eſt, it is ne- 
ceſſary we ſhould anſwer an Objection that lyes 
in our way, and muſt be removed before we can 
proceed any further. | 
Ob}. Quid endio ? What is that T heare ? Satis 
fect, I have done enough: Who can ſay ſo? be he 
a Prophet, be he an Apoſtle, an Evangeliſt, be he 
the holieſt of Saints that ever lived, can he fay 
of himſelſe, Sets feci, I babe done enongh ? Is 
there a Satis in our obedience unto which we may 
| arrive, and then lay, I 18 enongh ? Our Saviour 
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tells us, That when we have done all that we can, we 
are unprofitable ſervants : How then can any lay, 

I ij enongh? or I heve done enough ? | 
- Sol. To this | anſwer by a double diſtinction. 

Firſt thus, There is a Satis a4 Juſtiſicationem; 
and there is a Satis ad Teſtificationew : there is a 
Salis as to Juſtification z and there is a Sat as to. 
Teſtification. As to the former, there is no man 
can ſay, He hath done enough. Enter not into judge- 
nent with thy ſervant, O Lord, for in thy ſight ſhall 
no man living be juſtified. Plal. 143. 2. 

But as to the later, there is a Satis ad teffifica- 
tionem, to teſtification, that is, To teſtifie the truth 
of our faith, the ſincerity of our obedience, and 
the uprightneſs of our hearts in the Service of 
God. When Abraham was lo ready, upon Gods 
command, to offer up his Sonrft Iſaac in ſacrifice 
to him, as to bring bim to Mount Moriah, there to 
build an Altar, to lay the Wood in order upon it, and 
binde his Sonne to the Wood, to take the Knife in his 
band, and to firetch forth his hand to Slay him : 
God ſtaies his hand, bids him bold. his hand, proceed 
10 further, Satis eſt, It in enough, for now | know 
that thou loc e i me, ſeeing thou haſt not refuſed to 
Her up thine onely Sonne in ſacrifice to me at my com- 
wand, Gen, 22. Here's a Satis ad teStificationen, 
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38 | 
enough to teſtiſie his love and obedience; and 
ſs, though none of Gods Saints and ſervants can 
reach to a Satis in reference to juſtification ; yet 
as to the teſtiſication of the ſoundneſs of their 
faich, the ſincerity of their obedience, and the 
uprightneſs of. their hearts in his Service, there 
is a Satis which they may reach to, and of which 
God himſelfe will teſtifie, and ſay, Satis et, It i 
enough. | 
The ſeeond diſtinction in Anſwer to this Obje- 
ction, is this: There is another two-fold Satis: 


Firſt, Satis ad perfectionem. 
Secondly, Satis ad acce ptationem. 
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Firſt enough, In reference to perfedlion. And, 
Secondly enougly In reference to acceptation. 

As to the former, Nunquam ſatis eſt, we can ne- 

ver arrive enough as to perfection; Our Sa viout 
hath ſet us a Coppy, that we can never come neet, 
M.t 6. Be you perfect as your heavenly Father it 
perſedt. Alas Jour higheit perſection, is to ac- 
knowledge our imperfection: and the beſt of us 
all, when we have done our beſt, to acknowledge, 
Me are unprofitable ſervants : To confeſs, with the 
Centurion, Domine non ſum dignus, O Lord I am not 
worthy the leaſt of thy mercies ; and with the Publi- 
| can 


eau, to Pray, Lord be mercifull ts me a ſinner : ſo 
that if we look at perfection, Nungquan ſatis eſt, we 
ſhall never arrive to that degree, or height of obe- 
dience, as to ſay, Nunc ſatis eft, It 55 now enough, 
But if we look at acceptation, bleſſed be God, 
there is a Satis, whereunto the Saints and ſervants 
of Almighty God may, and doe arrive, even in 
this life, through the mercy of God, and the in- 
dulgence of our Heavenly Father, which, where 
he ſees a willing mind, accepts of the will for the 
deed, and of what we can doe, inſtead of what 
we ſhould doe, which accepts according that a 
man hath, and not according to that he hath not: 
And fo this rubb being removed, we pals to the 
third Inference; which is this: 

That thus to have ſo done, the will of God will 
be our greateſt comfort in an evill day, when we 
ſhall ſtand in molt need of it. Hezekiah found it 
ſo, when the Meſſage came to him by the Prophet 
Iſay from the Lord, That he ſhould ſet his bouſe in 
arder, for he mu dye. O Lord remember, I hawe 
walked before thee with an upright aud a perfect 
heart, and bawe done that which was good in thy 
fixbr, Ulay 38. 1, 3. Nehemiah found it fo, who 
having done worthily for the people of God in 
vhtcining Commiſion from the King of Ferſia for 
the 
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the redertminp of the e Few our of the Baby. 
"Captivity, nd building the Walls of Jemen 
often comforts himſelfe with the remembrance « 
ic, Nehemiah 13. 14. Remember me, O my God is 
ey and blot not out the kindneſs that I have ſbe wel 
to thy houſe. And werſe the 22. Remember me, 0 
my God, concerning this alſo, and Pardon mie accorday 
to thy great mercy. And again verſe 31. Kemembe 
me, O my God, in goodneſs Indeed he needed not 
have put God in mind to remember him, the Lord 
would have remembred him, and his kindnch 
ſhewed to his people, though he ſhould forget it: 
God is not unfaithfull that he ſhould forget the 
labour and love ſhewed unto his Saints. We (ce 
in Matthew 25.how he did remember it, when they 
had forgotten it that ſhewed it, ver. 42. 43- When 
I war buagry, you gave we to cate : n hen ] wa 
thirſty, you gave me to drink, : when | was naked, 
you cloathed me : ſick , and in priſon, you viſited me, 
end winiftred unto me : this they had forgotten, 
and therefore asked, Lord, when ſaw we thet 
hungry, or thirſty or nal, or ſick, and in priſon, 
and miniſtred wuto thee ? he remembred it, when 
they had forgotten it, and doth nor onely te me m- 
ber it, but reward it too, and now they finde the 
comtort of it. With ſuch a remembrance doth 
Saink- 


Sint Paul comforts himſelſe, 2 Tim, 4. 5. I have 
Cuobe the good fight, I bawe finiſhed my courſe, I 
have kept the faith. Henceforth is layd up for me 
acrowie of righteouſneſs : He was not afraid to lin 

out his Cupto diſſolvi, I deſire to be diſſolved. Nor 
our Prophet in the Text, to make it his ſuite to 
the Lord, To take wway his ſoule, when he remen bred, 
bow zealows ke bad been for the Lord God of HH,, 
while he was in the body. The very Heatbens were 
ſenſible of this, and it was a great incitement 
to them to Juſtice, and honeſty, and all morall 
yertue : Conſcientia bene ala witz, multorumque 
lenefacl or um recordatio jucundiſſima eſt : The Con- 
ſcience of a lite well ſpent, and the remembrance 
of much good done in his life time; O what a2 
Cordiall it is to an old man, a dying man. And ſo + * 
in the contrary, the remembrance of a life ill 
ſpent, and of much evill done in a mans life time, 
as great a corralive at ſuch à time: Thou writeſt 
bitter things again ine, and mak. ii me io poſſeſs the 
ling of my youth, ſaith I b, cap. 1 2. 25. and he none 
of the -worlt of men. Beloved, there will come 
time when Conſcience awakened, and colighhte- 
Ned, will be ſerious with us, in calling us to acs « 
count for things done in our lite time, how we 
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or ſpent our life, our time, and our Talents 
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what pood we have done with them ever ſinet 

we came into the world: And what a ſad account 
zs this, when a man can give no better account to 
God, nor his own Conſctence, but thus, That he 
hath lived upon earth forty, or fifty, or ſixty, ot 
ſeventy years, or more, to doe nothing, but cate, 
and drink, and fleep, and play, or worſe, and ſpent 
bis life, Aut nihil agendo, in doing nothing; Aut 
aliud egendo, in doing things impertinent, which 
rs as good as nothing; Ant male agendo, or in do- 
ing evill, which is worſe then nothing, and now 
in going out of the world, before ever he bath 
thought of his errand, wherefore he came into 
it: It this be not to be an unprofitable ſervant, 
what is? and what his doome is, we have heard, 
and may reade, Matthew 25. Beloved, Let this 
Meditation teach us wiſedem, ſo to lay out out 
ſelves while we live in this world, fo to improve 
our time, and our Talents, as that we may be 
able to give ſome account of them to God, and to 
our own Confciences, ſo to live that we need not 
be afraid to dye, to be doing ſome good here in 
eur life time, the remembrance whereof may 
yeeld us comfort in one ſickneſs, and hope in our 
death, ſo to lay out our felyes in this world, that 
n base fomewhat to take to in the other 
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world, when we ſhall leave this, and all that we 

have in it, and ſo ſhall we be great gainers by the 
change. | 

And fo we have done with this third Inference 
alſo,deduc'd out of the Prophets third Satis eſt, It 
# enough, ſpoken in reference to what he had 
done, Satis fect, | bawe done enough. We now come 
to the tour th, as ſpoken in reterence to his Age, 
and the years of his Liſe, Satis vixt, I bave lived 
long enough. | 

In all likelihood, the Prophet was now an old 
man, and there ate five things which perſwade us 
to think ſo. | 

Firſt, He was Preſident of the Colledge of the 
Prophets, and the Prophets Children, ſuch as were 
bred up in an Academicall, or Studious way, 
whereby they might be fitted for that Office, 
when called unto it; he was Preſident over them, 
and that was not a Charge for a Novice or a Neo- 
phite to undertake. 

Secondly, He had wrought many preat Mira- 
cles, and done g.cat and ſignall ſervices among 
the people of God, (as his ſtory teſtifie th,) which 
were not the work of a ſhort time, and he could 
not be leſs then thirty years old when he was firſt 


Anointed unto the Office cf a Prophet, for that 
was, 4 
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ai, Eta Sager dotalis, as St. Jerome calls it; an 
M ic were fo till, the Church would receive 10 
damage by it. 
Tlardly, He was now commanded to Anoint 
Eliſba Prophet to ſucceed in his roome ; an Argu- 
Went, that he had finiſhed his courſe in Propheſy. 
Ing, and was now ready to reſigne. 

Fourthly, The laſt words of this Verſe ſecmy 
to import as much, For I am no better then my Fo 
there ; they had their time here on earth, and are 
now dead and gone. I have had my time too, and 
What ſhould 1 doe now, but follow after them, 
n gathered unto them, For I am 30 beter 
| _ then my Fathers. - 
> ©" Fifthly, Becauſe he makes it his requeſt, To be 
© diſolved, which if he were in his beſt Age, and 
ſtirength, and fit and able to ſerve God and his 
| people in that high Office, he would nor have 
done, nor could without fin ; in all theſe reſpects 
we. may rationally conclude, he was now an old 
man. Aud altheugh there be nothing in this 
world ſo deſiteable as that it ſhould make a man 
in love with it in any ſtate of his life, and in his 
beſt years; yet much more when his beſt dayes 
ere gone and paſt, when he is entting into that 
Nate of life of which David faith, It's but _ 
| an 
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and ſorrow, and thoſe years n of which 
he ſhall ſay, I have no pleaſure in them, may he 
with good reaſon be content to leave the World, 

and make it his requeſt, That the Lord would take 
away his ſoule. When the keepers of the houſe trem- 
ble, and the ſtrong men bow themſelves ; when the 
grinders ceaſe, becauſe they are few, and they wax 
dark that look ont at the windows : When the Al- 
nond Tree ſhill flouriſh, the Graſhopper ſhall be a 
burden, and all the daughters of fe ſinging ſhall be aba- 
ſed : When the Silver cord 1 lengthened, and the 
Golden Ewer broken, when the Pitcher is broken at 
the Well, and the Wheele broken at the Ciſterne e. 
as that great Maſter of r elegantly de- 
ſeribes old Age, Eccleſ 12. 3. & c. then for an 
old Barzillai, to refuſe the plates of the Court + 
Or an old Simeon, to ſing his Nunc dimittis « Or an 
aged Paul, To deſire to diſſolved : Or an old E lijah, 

to beſeech the Lord, To take away his ſoule, is no 
wonder, and all chis as old Age meer]y conſidered 
in it ſclfe, without any other grievances added 
to it to make it burdenſome, and irkſome, it is a 
burden to it felfe ; but who ever faw it come, 
bur attended with a world of infirmities to make 
t more tedious, Catarrs. Rhumes, Aches, Pal- 
lies, akings in the Bones, Gouts, Droplies, and in 
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Ut þ theſe, jnabiliey take ln it elelſe Senex bis puer, 
it is a ſecond Childhood, and *tis que ion w he- 
ther the ſecond be not worſe then the firſt Upon 
theſe, and ſome other conſiderations, it hath often 
been my Prayer to the Lord God, and is at this 
inſtant, That he would not detain this foule of 
mine in this Tabernacle of Clay wherein it hath 
now lodged theſe ſeventy years and upward, unto 
extremity of old Age. But farther, It to all theſe 
there ſhould be added any externall grievances, 
poverty, and want, difcontent in the Family, dif- 
obcdience in prodigalit) of Children, diviſions 2 
mong Brethren, vexatious Suits, or the like, theſe 
were enough, not only to make an old man deſire 
diſſolution, but to haſten it, and to bring bx gray 
| baires with ſorrow to the Grave. 

Another diſcouragement to old Age chat helps 
to take away the comfort of it is, Thaec they 
are very apt to be deſpiſed, though it ſhould not 
be ſo, God hath ſtampt ſuch a re verend aſpect in 
the very face and pray haires of an old man, as 
ſhould command reverence from the younger ſort, 
it they were not unreaſonably uncivill ; and hath 
commanded it too, Thoy ſhalt riſe up before the 


boary head, and hononr the perſon of an old Man j, 


Age is benenrable, a Crowne of glory, (ſaith Solo. 
mon) 
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Image of Gods eternity, who is deſcribed to have 
hit head and his haire white as Wooll, or Snow, Revel. 
1. 14. where he is-plcaſed lo fare to honour old 
Age, as to take a ſimile from the gray haires, to 
fhaddow forth his own Erernity : yet ſuch is the 
corruption and vitiouſne(s of men, to make that 
the matter of their reproach, . ſhould he of 
their honour : what more ordinary, then call ſuch, 
Old dotard, old foole, old any thing, that may found 
reproachfull y : Honour thy Father that begat thee, 
and die fpiſe nos thy Mother when ſhe is old, (faith 
Solomon,) Prov. 23. 22. implying, chat the i is 
ne ver more ſubje t to be deſpiſed, then when ſhe 
is old. 

F will add but this one diſcouragement more 
which helps to take away from old men the com- 
fort of their lives, and that is this, That they (ce 
the world grows weary of them, although they 
have deſerv'd never ſo well of it, yet, now they 
have dong what good they can, and they ſee they 
can get no more good out of them, they grow 
wedry of them, and would be ſhut of them. | 
have Four 2 barbarous Country, where, when 
men come to that extremity of old Age, that 
they grow uſeleſe, they knock the m on the bead, 
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B Ind bury them. We are not grown to that barhay 
riſme is England, but ſurely I doe belceve, there 
ate ſome that could wiſh it were ſo, ſume of their 
very neer_ relations, ſo the it hand were not upon 
the in, eſpecially if while they Jive they be any wa 
troublelome or chargeable to them; or at theit 
death they look for ſome benc fit by them: A 
| range ingratitude, and moſt unreaſonable, that 
thoſe which receive moſt bent fit trom them, 
mould afford them leaſt reſpe&, and be molt wea- 
ry of them; but theſe are great diſcourage mente 
to old Age, which may. make them as weary of 
the World, as the World is of them, and wiſh 
with all their hearts, with our Prophet in the 
Text, That the Lord would take away their ſoule, 
I. will. conclude this Point, with miy Advice to 
ſuch, though they need not be put in mind that 
their day is far ſpent, and the night cloſing upon 
them, their Sunne is ſęt, and they but as a Candle 
ſpent to the end, and blinking within the ſocket, 
their gray haires and wrinkled checks, their dim 
eyes, trembling hands, and weak knees, reade 
unto them continuall Lectutes of mortality, and 
adviſe them to withdraw out of the tumultuous 
Sea of this troubleſome World, and to put in to 
the Haven of quiet teſt, and te poſcʒ to give them- 
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— Medivativn; to TRSER up- 
on the vanity of the time paſt, the ſhortneſs of 
the time preſent, and Eternity to come; to ſet 
their Houſe and their Heart in order, and to pre- 
pare for a change at hand, and all the fewdayes 
of the ir appointed time to waite till that — 
doe come, that lo it may be unto them a happy 
change, and they may with hope and comfore re- 
ſigne their ſoules into the hand of their Creator, 
and not be afraid to tay with our Prophee | in the 
Text, Lord take away my ſoule, which is the re- 
queſt it ſelte, which-in old Sweons Language, I 
call the Prophets Nunc dimittis: In which are 
theſe three things; Firſt, The Perſon, The Lord, 
Secondly, The. AR, take . Thirdly, THe 
Object, n ſonle. 

From the firſt note, He might not cake | it away 
himſelfe, his ſoule was not his own, he might not 
of his own head diſmiſs it himſelfe, though it 
were in him in never ſo much bieternefs'; ; but he 
muſt ſtay the time till God chat gave it him te- 
mands it again, in the meane time, In his ptien-e 
poſſe 1/1 bis (mle, and all the da yer of Ls appointed 
time, waite until his change ſhould come. It t chere 
fore a deip rare courte of deſperate men, to ante- 


uate this ac oi Cod by offering wol net to 
H 


** 
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themſelves, and ſo detting out theirown ſoulei 

as. Achizophel and Juda did; ſueh think thereby to 
nid theme} ves at ſome preſent pricte, or difcon- 
tent, Hyridding themfabwss of the ir lives ; but it 
Aa deluſion of data Ntelhehem o. herein they 
doe but leape out of thenFrymng Pan into the 
Fire, aathe Froveihe it 3 fas if this life did ſcourge 
them wit n ſcourges d t hatt other, without rhe c 
traordinaty Mercy o. Goth, oill revment: ther with 
Scorpions, It was {aid of Hanutball. I bas be alwaies 
carried hxee or foure' drops of ſtrong poyſon incloſed 
under the ſtone of his: Ring, that n any tine if be were 
hard ſet, (as Saul ange was pin the. His of the 
day in, a Battell againſt the Philiftines, ) he might 
ſup them out, and Freuen bys fellirg into his enemul 
bande, as Saul then, upon the ſame occaſion, fell 
pon his Speare, and with the help of the ſugitive 
Amalekite, Slew bim ſelfe. And that Rout hearted 
Pringe, which being taken Priſoner, and carried 
5 about by che Gonqusror in a ſilver Cage, impati- 
nent of his Captivity, and not having where · with» 
all to make away bimſelſe, beat our his braines 
againſt tha barrgof the Cage. We eould inſtance 
in tos many, ſuab (God knowe) which: by hang · 
ing, drowning, poyloning, - and other: kinds of 
Kath, have madgigway themiclves ; theic: our 
1 1 0 "a Law 


—— 1 of themſel ves; 
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aud inflicts. upon them .as-grievvus. a vaniſhibend 
28 they are-capable of being dead, by an ignomi- 
nious buriall: And yet | dare not ſay petemptori- 
ob albſuch, that they ate certainly and eternal- 
— though there be —— viſible to us 
whercby we may judge otherwiſe ot them; yet 
who can limit the mercies of the moſt high, or 
know what: ſecret communication of, ſpirit there 
may be in them, between the beginning of the 
act, and the ei d of it, later pontew & fontem, be. 
tween the bridge, & as brook 3 between the ſtir- 
mp and the ground, mercy | ask'c, mercy I found. 
Juda was not damned tor hanging himfelte, but 
lor his Treaſon ; but to leave them to their own 
Maſter and oben to ſtand or fall. 

Bat Secondly, There are more Felones: de ſez 
felfe a etal or which-at leaſt ate: acceſlavy to 
their own deaths then theſe, though the Law doe 
not call them ſo. As firſt, All lewd and ungetly 
perſons, which baving not the feare of God he. 
fore their eyes, take wicked itouries; commit robs 
beries, burglerics, rapes, telonesg tresfons, mer 
der., and other ſuch cap ral Cromges ſuck as mat 
the Laws of che Land raki hold et rhawhodnd rut 


the d uſß as noc Nr er t U wpurs the RU 


bi! Ha not 


ty to his own death: In none of theſe caſes can 1 


por alnong! the Society, f men-: The. ere 
blood) thirſty man fbull: nots [owe ht: hahe hun dayesr 
all ſuch are at leaſt acceſſary rotheir own deaths. 
Secondly, All luxuric us and intemperate per, 
ſons, which by ſuiſetti . gyadrunk enneſs, and riotou 
bving de ſttoy themſelvesz; Hill their bodics with 
noxious humours, which breed in them mortal 
dilcafes, Suriets, Fe vers, Hropſies, dead Palſies, 
and the like, by which they ſhorten. the ir da yes. 
The Fbiloſopher obſery'd 0 long agoe, That F lurer 
gu quam gladio + There were more d yed by in- 
tempetance, then by the ſword. 
Laſtly, All quarrelſome Perſons, ſuch as are apt 
to give offcnce to others, and to provoke others to 
give offence to them, and ſo from words they fall 
to blows, or to challenge one another to fight 
Puells, in which, both parties are guilty of Mur- 
der by the ſixth Commandement; and as well he 
that is killed, as he that killeth, is at leaſt accc ſſa- 
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man lay conhdently, That. the Lord doth take away 

bis ſoule, he throweth it away himſelſe, and de · 
Rroye th bimlely = 

a. From thys the Prophets requeſt unto the 

Logd, Te joke may bis ſole ; we may inferr, That 

a Man mant take away li ai foul, yl 

22 41989 | uw 


#fome caſes, he may make it his Suit to Almigh- 


ty God, that he would doe it: So did old Simeon 
before mentioned: So did St. Paul, 2 Tim. 4.6. 
80 did Moſes Namb 11.15. So did Job, cop. 6. 8. g. 
0 did Jeremiab, cap. 20. So did Jonas, Jonah 
3 3. So did our Prophet in the Text : I dare not 
piſtiſie, nor excuſe all theſe which l ha ve mentio- 
ned in this their requeſt ; I ſuppoſe that in ſome 
df them it proceeded from paſſion, and impati- 
ence, and ſo it was their infirmity, and blame- 
worthy ; yea, in this our Prophet himſelf, if there 
were not in this his requeſt a taeite ſubmiſſion to 
the will of God, it could not be excuſed, but it 
proceeded from infirmity in him; but this doth 
not infringe the truth of my inference, 


That in ſome caſes the Saints and Servants of 


Almighty God, may without fin make it their Suite 
to him, That he will take away their ſoules, thas 
1, by death and giſſelation, ſeparate them from their 


bodies. 


* Firſt, That fo he may be taken out of a wicked 
world: Oh what a Hell is it to a pious foule to be 
ingag d in a wicked world? For a Lot to live in 
Sodow : A Divid in Mefbech : It was a farr greater 
merey vrhich God ſhe ved to Enoch, in taking him 
"TS Y j out 
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* 1 dem the Flood, at — 10 
hat he ſhe we d to Noah in preſerving him in it. 
Secondly, In caic ot long and laſting, ſharpe 
and gric v, us offf ctious: Oh death, how ſweet js 
tie r me mbrance of thee to the — that lives 
in bitte ri eis? 1 doe not think the Lord did im- 
pute it tor fin to Job, or Jeremy, that they were 
fo weary of their bitter Lives, and did fo often 
wiſh, That their change might come. Or, that King 
Eiward tue ſixth did fin, when in his death bed- 
ſickneſs, he pra yd ſo carneftiy, Lord take me out of 
this eg World. Nor Dr. Hamond, who under 
the tartures of the Stone, whereof he dyed, was 
ſo often heard to ſay, Lord, male baſt: though | 
doubt not but in all theſe, there was implycd a 
tacit ſubmiſſion to the will of God. 

** "Thirdly, That a man may be taken away fr: m 
the c vill to come: This was a mercy prom:1ed to 
Jofiab upon his humiliation, (2 Kings 22. 19. 20.) 
2+ it was the miſcry of his ſurviving Sorne Zede- 
Nb, ro let the evill which his Father was taken 
trom. and to ſuffer in it. M iſe men fore · ſce evill 
to come, in the cauſes of it, and in the ſore tun- 
nets of it: N he Lord mentions it as a mercy, 
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Tbot be will 4 them away from thoſe (l: al d 
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Wang; That they may be freed: ftom the 
burden of the fleſn, and the bondage of corrupti- 
on inherint in it; that Ground- Ivie in the Wall, 
whith willinever be pluckt out root and branch, 
Hl che Wall-be thrown down: It was under the 
ſenſe of this that St. Paul cryes out, Rom. 7. 24. 
0 wretched man that I am : who ſhall deliver me 
from the body of thi death © this will never be done, 
bar b/ the death bf this body. 

Fifthly, Ia <x'remity of old age, when a man 
Geome't a burden to himſelſe, and others; when 

ke is fallen into thoſe years of which David ſai ch, 

His life is nothing but labour and ſorrow, and the 
| years of which he ſhall tay, I have no pleaſure in 
bene when not onely his body grows weak, but 
his mind alſo, and his intellectuall faculties faile, 
bis underſtanding weak, his apprehenſion dull, his 
memory unfaichfull, his affections Childiſh, and he 
decomes unſerviceable, not able ro doe that good 
which he hath. done, * ſhould doe; when a 
man becomes thus ſuperannuate, he may doubt- 
leſs without ſin, make it his ſuite to Almighty: 


God; To: take away his ſoule. 
Dſe. 


; This Meditation is uſefull to comfort, and to 
s | confirme 


” enifirme'rs againſt che feare of: death; eicher il 
our ſelves, or our frieuds; why ſhould we make fl * 
that the object of our feare, which others have if © 
made the object of their hope and deſireꝰ Hoy 
men, wiſe men, good men, men that have had a ; 
2 intereſt in the world; have been willing to | 

| 


y down all, and to leave all, and made it their 
ſuite, that they might dye, in aſſurance of a 
change for a better life. To help us to paſi 
through this Gulte with comfort and W 
* well but theſe two things: 


. What a world we leave behind us, the 
Terminus d quo. 

2. What a world we have before us, the 
Terminus ad quem And che ſe two conſi- 
detations will make the paſſage througl 
that medium eaſie. 


Firſt, For the Terminus d quo, the world we 
Dane behind us, a very fink ot fin, a dus ghill of 
uncleanncſs: 6a@- © ende ie Id royi g uren, The whole 
World lyes in wickednels, as St. John. Ipe aks. no- 
thing in it but (i inne, and 13 and trawaile, and 
trouble, and malice, and miſchief, and that v hich 
May well malt an my wile man gut ot dove with L 
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| EN mne Damittie, _ 5 
ind even weary of it : The beſt things in it which 
wen make moſt account of, have been weighed 
to our hands by the wiſeſt of the Sonnes of Men, 
and upon the tryall found, Io be lighter then vanity 
# ſelſe; not onely vanity, but wexation of ſpirit. For 
firſt, They are all tranſitory. Secondly, They are 
not all ſatisfactory. Thirdly, All imbitter'd with 
. | ſo many croſs Ingredients, that there is no true 
contentmenc in them, nor true comfort to be 
taken out of them. We could ſhew you examples 
of the greateſt of men, Kings, Emperours, Lords 
of the world, ſuch as have had as much of the glory 
of it, and all other worldly good in it, as the 
world could give or lend; yet have ſeen ſo farr 
into the vanity and emptineſs of it, as to deſpiſe 
it, to lay down all, and take the mſelves unto a 
private and monaſticall life, which is a death to 
the world, and the ſhaddow of death it ſelfe. 

Secondly, For the Terminus ad quem, Conſider 
what a world (in dying) we ate going to, it would 
require a world of time, and words to deſeribe it; 
the beſt deſcription of it is to deſcribe it to be 
ſuch (for the tranſcendency of the glory of it) as 
that it cannot be deſcribed, For neither bath the 
tye ſeen, nor the eare beard, nor ean the heart of Man 
tomprebend the great —_ th God bath prepared 
Bos 


for ; | 
Y. 


fu om i hut love him. 1 Gor. 7. 9. St. Paul nd. 
Jos it out in part, Heb. 12. aa. where he ſhow 
the happineſs of the Church militant, in- their 
communion with the Chureh triumphant, thus: B 
you are come to Mount Sion, and fo the City of the 
"Jizeing God, the C leſtiall Jeu ſale m, and 10 the can. 
pony of inunumerable Angels: And to the Aſſembly 
and Congregation of the firſt borne, wboſe names. are 
Wruten in Heaven, and 40, God the, Judge of all, and 
to the ſpirits of - juſt Men made perfect; And to Jeſu 
abe Mediatonr of the new Teſtament, and 10 the blood 
of ſprinkling, which ſpeaketh better things then. il 
blood of Abel; Here's a deſcription in part off th 
Place, and Society which we. ſhall goe to, when 
we ſhall come to be joyned with the Church tri- 
umphant in glory; now be you well aſſured, that 
all things els there, are ſuitable to theſe, which 
| muſt needs render it tranſcendently joyous, and 
- , glorious. O! if we could but draw the Curtaine 
of Heaven, and look in the Sandtum Sanflorum, to 
i ſee the joy, and glory that i8-there, we would 
| never care for this world mare, the moſt-pretious 
things in it would-be deſpiſed in our eyes, our 
hole lifc would be nothing, but a Cupis diſſolvi, 
c eſſe cum Chriſto: Har ſere tu he difſolwed, and ts 
| .be with Chriſt; and wwe would, long fox the time, 
* a 12 PER when 
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when the Lord wenkdodke away on foul that we might he 
tranflared thither. I reade of one Cleombrotus, that hear, 
ing Plato diſcourſing of the immortality of the ſoul, 
ind the happines of the other life to come, Threw him- - 
ſelſ hradlong off from & bigh Rock to quit hiniſelf of this 
life, that ſo be might emer into that other life, ibat Plato ſo 
web commended: And if a Heatben man could be ſo ſen- 
| fible of _— himſelf by his change into the 
other fe, upon thoſe weak grounds which Plato's Phi» 
| tofophy could give, as to haften his own death upon 
ö 

N 


the hope of it: Sure ly we that are Chriſtians, and have 
detter grounds to build our faith and hope upon, then 
my Ps Phitoſophy could give; may with much 
were Comfort think on Death, with much more 
| | hope and confidence waite for it : and when it 
' || comes, bid it welcome, as our friend that comes to 
tee our fout out of the priſon of the body, the ſole im- 
| || pedimenr of ifs perfettion, and to open the doore ta 
let us intꝭ a better world, and into a better life. Thug 
do the Perſon to whom he makes his ſuit, The Lord. 
| © 2. Now we are to tonſidet of the Act, Take awap 
| | ay fonts How doth the Lort take away ſouls? 

| _ Norby anmbilation, or reduciflg them to nothing, 
|| a5 at the firft Creation: Nor by lay ing them a ſleep to- 
| gether with their bodies, rf] the Reſurtection, the Opi- 
Lion of the Trab: Nor by A Nieiemp ſue boſis, trank- 
|| fitting them into fome dle f Hdd yt informe them 
Not by fixing them, as — in che Fifmament : Nor 

Kari. , 


y ſending chem into purgatory, as the Papiſis teach; 
Bar thou that gaveſt it me, take je unto thy ſclh,cicher 
by thinc owa immediate power and grace, who art: 
Spiritand the God of the ſpirits of all fleſh;or by the 
Miniſtexy of thy good Angells, let them be — to 
veceive it, at the parting of it out of my body, ac they 
did the ſoul of Lazarus, and to carry it up to reſt and 
glory : Thu, Lord tale away my ſoule. 
From hence, note firſt; That our fouls are immor- 
tal),chey dye not, with the bod y.3 but when the body 
at the. difſolution returns to the earth, from whence it wa 
talen, the ſaul returnato God that gave it: All the expreſ- 
| ſions of holy men dying, imports as much: Lord Gifu 
receive wy Garin faick Sr. Sep hen. Faber, into thy hands 
I commend wy ffivit, faith out Saviour : Lord take away 
ſaith out 122 expreſſing their faith in this 
auth, The their ſouls were immortal. Faare not then thad 
ehe body, and are not «ble to kill be ſort, ſaith out 
Fee So then, the ſoul cannot be killed. Our bleſ- 
J Lord diſputing. with the Saddxces concerning the 
| So Mat: 2 2. tells them out of the Scriptures, 
. #bat God was the God of Abraham, abe Gad of Iſaac, and 
the. God of Jacob, who-were dead and buried a thou- 
Aud years beſore;and from thence eoncludeth, tbe im- 
mortality of tbe ſoxl;imaſmuch, BG wait not the God of 
Mia died, t of tbe living, ver. 32-theindpitics did never 


Me, xheir fouls. were ill aline, and: in. bring, and he 
x wasthcir God. Dei. 
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ſer. bir, te is of Ula te quiet our ir ſpirite, and to 
mist our minds, ſome times troubled upon the conſi- 
deration of the perplexities of Providence, in the cro(s 
Liſpenſation of evil] and good, to the good and the 
e vill here in this world; the unravelling of this Clue, 
ot che ſouls mortality ſrom the beginning to the 
|| end, will guide vs through this Labyrinth, ſo that in 
the end, we ſhail-ſay, The wayes of the Lord are right : 
whena 455 ſhall come, when ie hall de ſaid to the Epi. 
cures of this world, which bave Rad their portion in this 
life, as in | Luke 16. 26. Sonne, Remember you have had: 
your” pleaſure in your life time, 22 „ received: 
pain: now they are comforted, aud you are tormented. 

2. This Meditation is of Ule to comfort, and to 
confirme us 2gainſt the fear of death, either our on, 
or our friends, inaſmuch, as be lee ving in the Lord, me: 
ſhall live, abongb we «ye ; And be that liveth, and bis 
leeverb in hum, ſhall never dis eternally: Indeed, we thalk 
nor dye at all „totally; for though we lay down our 
bodies inte the earth to ſſeepʒ yet our ſpirits (hall not 
dye at all. but being delivered from the burden of the 
fleſh, ſhalf live with the Lord,and be tranſlated into a 
ſtate of Py and ſe heiey, Ez welione ſui parte ſuperſtes 
it, The beter part is ſtil} Rving, and tlic tetore the 
Seri nee will d coll ie 2 death, but 4 Steep, a: 
i 4 Ne Departure, 5 Tran flation, 

3. k in of uſe for the contempt of this world, if 
which. 
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| Wet we' kno fü 50 ors ofthe beſt ho 
of tlie wotlch of -which 0 Wend better hold, 1 
Jonger emoyment, but for thir ſhort c uncertain life 

Ibis Mcdrrarion of the immortality of the 
fon 11 ef ſpecial] alc;xo'teach and tb ad ii on ĩſh to pre. 
pate, abd't6 provide for that utir future condition, to 
lay opfor our ſelyes treaſuue in Heaven, that we may 
dier ſomething to cake to, when we come into the 
dther World, K e- et and all that ve 
have in ie bekind bs, to wake us friends of the Mam 
— of iniquity, that when time comes they may te- 

e 
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ve ud into thie Everſa ks p habitation, to lay hen 
a gobd John ate g fine The time to come, chat 
evg our foil? #8 infmòta and ſhall ha ve an etet- 


null being, it may he in well eing ; that ſecing they 
Hall live etemalty, it m4y be It Plite and happineſs, 
ny it the time tb provide fox it: GO if rabil 

Af be the conttitton of thofe Tous Which Having loſt 
theit time here, Ulle this life is ended; (halt be (wal- 

owed up into etefnity, and all that while 015 live 
im woe and iniſery, in pain and toi erik, e c 15 end: 


lefs, and Nen e e been 
For ſuch if they had ne der ber b 05 bebe bo: ny 
that their ſonls had/dyed 1 wjth't 270 | 276% livivg 
after them: there had dead tj E where: 


in they might have bern ex 
muſt ſo continue for et, 
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' 


Fine , e, „ 
per dhe, nor she fire: newer goe ont, hat #bey ſhall con- 
tinue in torment.to all eternity: Who can conceive 
the miſery of it;? That word eternity, into what a 
deep bottomeleſs gulfe doth it ſwallow up the 
mind that thinks upon it? Great wonder it is, 
and a miracle indeed, that à point of ſuch great 
importance, and high concernment, ſhould be no 
more heeded and regarded: Some live, as if they 
had no ſouls at all; or if they ha ve any, that they 
ue but as the ſouls of bruits, which. periſh with 
their bodies; and well were it with them if they 
did ſo: they live, as if they never thought to dye; 
and dye, as if they never thought to riſe again; 
they have no hope in their death, nor any care of 
their immortall ſoules ever after. To theſe I fay 
no more but this, Lord haus mercy upon their poor 
miſergble .fouler; they will have time enough hereafter, 
when it is too late, to ſee their error, and to repent of © 
this their flupidity and ſecurity. | 
| Secondly, Note here the holy and heavenly ex- 
pre ſſions of the Saints and Servants of the Lord 
at their departure out of this life: O Lord, I bave 
waited for thy ſalvation, ſaith the Patriarke Jacob 
upon his death bed, Cen. 49. 18. Lord nom lei- 
teft thau thy ſervant depart. in peace, (ſaid old Sime, 
Luke 2. 29.) fer mind eyes have ſeen thy ſalvation. + 


Saint 


# 


„ Efjjat's nant Dimits 
| "Saint Stephen the holy Martyr, with theſe wordt 


- / -chinks; and at the doores and windows openin 


" 


* * 
if, 


breath'd out his ſoule, Lord Jeſus receive my Hirn, 


AN, . 59. Our Lord himſelfe upon the Croſs, 


giving up the ghoſt, with theſe words breath'd his 


' laſt, Father, into thy hand- I commend my ffirit, 


Lale 23. 46.) in ſenſe the ſame with the Pro- 
phet in the Text, Lord take amay my ſoule. With 
tuch holy expfeſſions as theſe, did holy Men dying 
take their leave of the World, and bteathe out 
their ſpirits. I could inſtance in many more, Bi- 
mops, Martyrs, Confeſſors, and other holy men 
and Women dying, ſome in my own hearing; 
others in the hearing of other Men, and recorded 
in the ſtories of their Lives and Deaths, with the 
gratious expreſſions utterd by them in their 


death · beds, in words full of faith, full of hope, 


full of comfort, much to the edification of all 


that were preſent; and it is a great advantage to 
be preſent with ſuch men, at ſuch a time, for then 
te they moſt ſerious, then are their ſoules looſing 
rom the priſon of their bodies, and are prominen- 


tes, (as it were looking out before they take theit 
flight) then ha ve they clearer Viſion of things 


© , then they had before, when they were in the cloſe 


prifoa of their bodies, the light breaks in at the 


co 
"lee 


. 


Þ# o. the ſoule z then have! many of the Saints 
hid rare Diſcoveries, and Revelations, by which 
they ha ve Propheficd of things to come; and the 
words of dying men, are much to be heeded and 
regarded, Bur if you would have the Lord to 
draw neer unto you in theſe wayes when you are 
dying, you muſt draw neer to God in his wa ycs 
while you are living; Tow muſt acquaint your ſelfe 
with God, and be at peace with bim, as Eliphas 
ſpeaks in Job, cap. 22, 21. you wnſt live in commun 
non with him, you muſt call upon his Name. prayſe 
him, and give bim thanks, worſhip bim, and doe ba 
will; then will he own you, and be merciful to you at 
that time; and draw neer unto you, and have a care of 
your ſ⸗ 1014 that it ſhall not miſcarry : _ he hin, ſelfe 
will take it away. 

But tecondly, If you would have ha Lord te 
fake away your ſoule, you mult keep your tovl with 
all diligence, and preterve it pure, and unde filed, 
that the Lord may own it, and accept it, ad 
place it among the holy fouls of his Saints, and 
his redeemed ones. Ihe Lord our God is a holy 
Bod, of. pure eyes, which cannot behold any 
thing chat is impure, but with indignation; and 
there is nothing more odious to him then ſinne 


and corruption, ger which tenders us more abo- 
Muir K minable - 


minable im his ſight; Compared therefore £0,Le, 
proſie, to the Leopardy ſpot, omen ltzyous pollu- 
tion: If therefore, oux, ſouls, hall. be preſentec 
unto him: ſtained with ſinne, polluted with un- 
cleanneſa, de filed with ſpirituall leproſie of cor. 
ruption, (potted with noyſome luſts and pleaſures; 
Will the Lord look at them? will he own them! 
will he accept them? Can we deſire the Lord, of 
hope that he will take away ſuch ſonlg*or imploy his 
good Angels to fetch them, as he did to receive 
the ſoule of Lazarus and carry it into Abraban'y 
bolome ? No, there are other ſoulc-gatherers rea» i j 
dy to take away fuch fouls, even thoſe which Ji 
were imployed to fetch away the foule of the « 
goveroxs, rich Man in the Goſpel, Luke 12. 20. If 
we would have the Lord to take away our ſouls, i} \ 
e muſt preſent them pure unto him, without 
pot, and blamelcſs : They muſt be waſh'c cleane 
in the blood of the Lambe, and cleanſed by the 
FfanQiifying vertue of the holy Ghoſt ; our Con- 
fciences, the higheſt faculty of the ſoule, Maſt be 
purged from dead works, to ſerve the living God. We 
muft purge our (cl ves from all flthinefs of fleſh and 
1 and grow up in true holineſs in the feare of the 
ord : The Place which our fouls are to gos 10 it 
bol the Company, holy, abs; gxercfes. holy, 1 
| | m 
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118. 


ä nt zar (Gate be als; chat they may be ſuitable 
to all che reſt; and then the Lord will take away 
our ſouls, and place chem amongſt them in joy, 
happineſs, and — Thus of The Ad. The 0b- 
ject 6 res; Tas P y ſonle.] 

2. Branch. The ſoule is the ſpirituall part of 
Man, the principall and eſſential part whereof 
Man doth conliſt, the foun taine of life, ſenſe, and 
motion, which dy che ſpirits vitall, naturall, ani- 
mall, the ſouls curſitors tunning into all che parts 
of the body, actuates and informes it, and uſeth 
it avan Organ or Inſtrument whereby to performe 
its ſeveral] operations. This ſoule of man is pre- 
tious in theſe ſeven reſpedcs. 

Firſt, In reſpect of the Fountaine of i it, it pro- 
ceeds originally from the immediate breathing of 
God himſelfe : For when God had made Man of 
the duſt of the earth, he breath d into him the breath 

of life, and Man became a living ſoul, Gen. 2. 7. 
Secondly, In reſpect of the rare faculties of it, the 
Underſtanding, the Will, the Memory, the Aﬀe- 
Qions, Reaſon, Judgement, Wiſedome, Know- 
hive: Conſcience, the higheſt of all the reſt, con- 
ſlered in both the parts of it, -y;wic, and rel. 
the one, The Tregfave 3 z the other, The Sonles Con 
wales, Ov. © | 
02 K 2 Thirdly, 


1 mane OH: wt os 


«Thirdly, In welpe of an of it; i 

Jes not with the body; but being — out of 
the body is preſervid unto Eternity. 
. Fourthly, In reſpe& of the Image of God once 
Kampr upon it, which though miſerably defac't 
ſince by the fall, yet net ſo-utterly raz d out, but 
there. ate o. lineaments of that Image yet 
keft upon Neither is it fo irrecoverable, but 
that — © ſpirit of grace, and the grace of ſandti 
Gcations, it may be. fo. zepaired and rene wed, 2 
that the ſoule may-be, and is ſaid ſtill, —— to 
be made partaker of tbe Divine Nature, 2 Peter 1. 4 
not in the, ſubſtance of the Deity; but in holi- 
neſs, and righteouſneſs, wiſedome, knawledye, 
goadneſs, love, and light, which are as the beames 
of the Image of God ſhining upon it. 

Fifthly, In reſpect of the purebaſe of it, It » 
* price of blood, not' of Bulls, and. Goats, but of 
the Divine blood of Je ſus Chriſt our Redheier, 1 Pe-. 
ter 1. 19. 

Lixthly, The pretiouſneſs of ſouls may appeat; 
Y by the pains and. coſt, that Satan and his Inſtru- 
ments will be at to. gaine a ſoule; they will com- 
paſs Sea and Land to gaine a ſoule ; give a King- 


dome for a ſoule. Mat. 4. 8. All the Kingdows of 


dabo, 


whe world, with the glory f them, Omnia hæc tibi 


dabo, All theſe things will I give thee, if thou wil. 
ſall down and worſhip me, ver. 9. 

Se venthly, By the great care that Almighty 
Cod hath taken to preſerve ſouls, and to ſave 
them from periſhing ; he hath given his Word to 
direct them, his Miniſters to inſtruct them, his Sa- 
craments to confirme them, his Spirit to guide 
them, and his Angels to guard them, and all this 
to preſerve them, and to {ave them from periſhing. 
In all theſe refpects, it appears that ſouls are 
pretious : Our ble ſſed Lord, which well knew the: 
price of ſouls, lays one ſoule in one ballance, and 
the whole world in the other againſt it; and upon 
the tryall; tells us, That one ſoule weighs downe 
the whole world in the other ſcale: What ſhall it 
profit a Mas to win the whole world, and to loſe hi 
foule ' ? : 

Uſes 

1. It ſhould teach all men to value their ſouls 
according to the worth of them, and not to de- 
ſtroy them, nor to paſs them away lo —— 
mconſiderately, as ordinarily men doe to theit 
eternall undoing : Some deſperately wound them 
to death, by deſperate, willfull, and preſumptu- 


"ous ſis Halt wy fowle, for I have fuel agata 
5 thee: 
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| ebee; implying, that 
Some ell their ſouls, and that for triflles, that are 
worth nothing ; for pleaſures of ſinne, which are 
but for a ſeaſon ; for treaſures of wickedneſs, 
which profit nothing; for ſatisfying ſome ſinſull 
luſts, which are worſe then nothing: Some give 
away their ſouls for nought, for fins in which 
there is neither pleaſure, nor profit; as Curſing, 
Swearing, idle and lewd Communication, and the 
like, thele make the worſt bargains of all: Others 
pawae their ſouls, they will give themſelves libet- 
ty to walk in the (ſight of their own eyes, and in 
the wayes of their own heart, and to ſerve their 
luſts but for ſuch a time, and then they will take 
up, and cepent, and recover themſelves, and their 
{ſouls again, as if it were in their own will, and 
power, to come in when they will!: All theſe 
make ill bargains, and paſs away their pretious 
ſouls for a thing of nought, which all the King- 
dom of the world cannot buy again: We ſee 
this, we heate it, and we condemne them for it; 
yet are there dayly amongſt us that are guilty,of 
the lame folly, and by Covetouſneſs, Voluptuouſ- 
neſs, Ambition, Malice, Perjury, and the like, ſell 


away upon worſe terwes then they have done 
5 T | A dam 


by nne he had wounded it; 


themſel ves, and their ſouls for leſs, and paſs them 
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Adem ſold himſelfe for a» Apple: Eſau for a Meſf 
of Pottage : Achan for a Wedge of Gold: Ahab for a 
Kinejard : Judas for thirty pieces of ſilver, How 
many ate there to be found amongſt us which for 
leſs matters will lye, will ſweare, will forſweare, 
will ſteale, deceive, chea te, and coſen, and what: 
not? That to fatisfie their baſe, ſinſull, and un- 
reaſonable luſts, and humours, will part with a 
good Conſcience, forfeit the favour of God, their 
hope of Heaven, their intereſt in Chriſt, and in 
the Goſpel, ſell themſelves, and ſovles, and alb 
for leſs then a Meſs of Portage. The reſolution 
of Balaam was good and honeſt, juſt and religi- 
ous, if he had kept it as well, Numb. 24. 13. If 
Balak would give me his bouſe full of ſiluer and gold, 
þ would not goe beyond: the Word of the Lord, to doe 
more or leſs : Let it be the reſolution of every ſoul, 
and God gi ve us grace and power to keep it. 

2. Are ſouls fo pretious ? Then let us look to 
them cate fully, preſerve them charily,as we would 
doe our chicteſt ſe wells; Keep thy ſoule with all 
dtigence, examine the ſtate of it, ſee it want no- 
thing of chat which ſhould be for the happinefs, 
and the proſperity of it: Our care is much for the 


# body, What ſpell we eate, what ſhall we drinke, wheres. 
vithaſl ſua/l v be clothed in the meane * 
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foule pda, ſer thy __ leaſttiool%e after 
hut as our Saviour ſaies in a like caſe, Mat. 6, 28. 
Is not the body better then thg rayment ? So lay I; U 
int the ſoule better then the body ? Is there any compa. 
riſon between the Jewell aud the Cabinet that it i layd 

mp in © It was Marthas reproofe, That ſbe cared fo 

wary things more then Pp needed : And for the one 

thing that was more neceſſary, J. F. It is our juſt te- 
proote in this caſe; We enquire after the health 

and welfare of our N and after the ir proſpe · 

ti ty, how they thri ve in this world ; but withuut 
any regard to their ſpirituall eſtate, and the well- 
fate and. proſperity of their ſouls. St. Zohn, in his 
Epiſtle to Gaius, with a more ſpirituall lalutation, 
hath a more ſpeciall eye to the profperity of his 
ſonle; Belowed, | wiſh chiefly that thou doe proſper, 
as thy ſoule proſpereth, 3 John 1. 2. David did 
more rejoyce in the good the Lord had done ſot 
kis ſoule, then for all the good he had done to 
Him, and for him in his body, in his eſtate, or in 
any othet his relations : Hearken to me {faith be) 
all you that feare God, und ] will tell you, what the 
[ord bath done for my ſoule: The Lord had done 
great things for him other wiſe, and he could have 
given them a large narrative of themʒ but in bis te- 


aembraace of bis great favours te Rum, he mY 


i 
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URLS nend. 
en all thie reſt, I wil rel] you w bos the Lord bath done 
fer my ſoul So rhe care of all thoſe holy men dying, 
which Thave mentioned, wat chiefly for the Ale 
of their ſouls, Lord Je ſus receive my ffirit, 4.7. 
59. Father into thy hands I commend my ſpirit. And 


in the Text, Lord take away my ſoul: Though the bo- 


dies of the Saints dying, are not to be neglected, 
but decently to be inte dias in hope and expecta- 
tion of a bleſſed Re ſurrection, as the bod y of St. Ste- 
pben was, and the body of our bleſſed Lord yet the 
rare they had of their fouls, ſwallowed up all the 
care of their bodies, ſo that it is not ſo much as 
mentioned by them, nor by our Prophet in the 
Text, but onely his ſoul, Lord take away my ſoul. 


3. Are ſouls ſo pretious? Then this is a ſevere ad · 


monition te us (that have undertaken, Curam ani- 
marum, the care of ſouls)to look well to our charge, 
as ſuch as muſt give an account of the greate ſt 
truſt in the world, even the ſouls of Gods people com- 
mitted ta our cbarge, I cannot but tremble, when I 
reade St. Paul giving up his account to God, to his 
People, and to his own Conſcience in tiiis matter, 


Aci, 20.26. I am free from the blood of all Men. What:. | 
blood doth St. Paxthere ſpeak of ? he was noSword 5 


Man, there was no fear of his (ſhedding any mans 


mehtiogt the erben us Lafr greater 


ic: Din 5 | 
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1 blood 
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blood by violence: How comes he to cleat himſelſ In 
from pfood ? (Bel. ) the blood here meant is mate Il 
Feder . ; RS 3s 4 n 
pretious then the life - blood of man can be, it is tha 
bod of ouls : implying, Thas if he bad not faithfully,” 
and con ſcionably performed vbe duties of bu Paſtorall 
charge amongſt them, he had been guilty of the blood of 
ſouls. Oh let this fink deep int o our hearts, that 
ve may not become guilty of the blood of ſouls; 
How eatpeſtly ought we to ende avour the ſalvati · 
on of our people, as of our (elves ? and at the hour I be 
of death to Pray, That the Lord would be merciſull || ſe 
to them, and take away their ſouls. 8 58 wh 
_ Qweſt, But here now ariſeth a great queſtion, a_ | il 
| grand inquiry, not without great caution and ſo- || ſi 
| briety to berefolved, Touching the ftate of ſouls ſe- | is 
| parated, and taken out of the body, What becomes of. | 1 
F themafterward? Whether upon their ſeparation they || « 
due preſently enter into that ſtate in which they are to | | 
] 


ve main, and continue during this vaſt ſpace of Eternity, 
without all change or alteration of the condition? 

+ Anſ- I antwer no; For the ſoule of man from 
the time of it's firſt being in him, whether by Cre- 
ation, or by inſuſion, or by traduction generation 
Fan en vor of the præexiſtence of it be- 
5 eran Opinion that hath great Patrons too, 
- Flpccially among the Philoſophers, the Gymnoſo- 
r philts 


3 
* 
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£ | ; Penſia,i and the Jewiſß Cabeliſte, and among 


vv that: diſpute too: But I date my diſcourſe 
Icom the ſoult ficſt being in the body, from that 
beginning it paſſes it's immortality under three 
conditions, of a three-fold eſtate, every one of 
them different from other. The firſt is the ſtate 
of the foule during the time of it's being in the 
body, which it doth actuate and informe. The 
ſecond is the ſtate of it between the time of the 
ſeparation of it from the body, by diſſolution, and 
the re· union of it again with the body at the Re- 
ſutrection, & the day of Judgement. And the third 
isfrom that day to Eternity, and for ever after: 


That theſe three ſtates of the ſoule are different 


one from the other is evident enough : Of the 
firſt of theſe we have experience in this liſe, 
while cur ſouls ate in our bodies, which are 
given un to us to actuate, and, intorme them, and 


to uſe them as Organs, or Inſtruments for gleni- 


fying God by them, and doing good: Glorifie Gad 
in your bodie i, end in pour ſpirits, for they are big 
Cor. 6. 20. this is done, by giving up the faguly 
tied of the one, and che paggs of the other: Ne 
ermembers of narighteonſneſs to unrighteonſneſs, bus 
* L2 45 


Fun the.Brechmatls of Indie, the Magi 


hem, ſome Chriſtians allo, Origen for one; but 1 


$4 


Y, 


A inflraments of righteouſneſs unto holine ſß, and at 
cordingly as we have ſo done, ſhall we give an 20 
count unto God, in the day of account: For x 

muſt all appear before the judgement' ſeat of Chriſt, 
render an account for t he things dont in the body, whe 
ther they be good or ewill, v Cor. 5. 15. Therefore 
now is the time of working, now is the time of 
doing our felves good, now is the time of ]ayitg 
a good foundation for the time to come, now » 
the time of laying up that, which may be for the 
furtherance of our accbunt then; now in this firſt 
eſtate of the ſoule, while it is in the body, mul 
we provide for the well-being of it in the ſecond 
eſtate, and in the third, and to Eternity: Nowas 
this firſt eſtate of the ſoule in the body is different 
from the fecond eſtate of it, as it is ſeparated from 
the body ; fois that ſecond eſtate of it out of the 
body different from the third eſtate of it, when 
it ſhall be re- united to the body again, and put 
into that eſtate in which it ſhall remain for ever, 
and to all Eternity. It is the generall Opinion of 
men, but withall, a generall miſtake, That as ſoon 
as ever the ſoule is ſeparated from the body, it 
paſſes immediately into that eſtate either of joy & 
glory, or of miſery and torment, in which it ſhall 
remain for e ver, without any alteration. True it 

| is, 
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is] That dt ihe Teparation of the ſoule from the 
body, thete js a particular judgement paſſes upon 
it, by which it is made known to it, what ſhall 
bebowe f ie Eternally, and is preſently put into 
the beginnings, either of the one, or the other, 
and into a ſtate pre vious to that third eſtate, in 
which it is to remin for ever, without alteration : 
but that either the ſouls of wicked men bre imme 
diately upon their ſeparation from the body caſt 
into that extremity of miſery and torment which 
is prepared fort them: Or that the ſouls of the juſt 
doc then paſs into that heigth of joy and glory 
which God hath prepared for them, I doe confi- 
dently deny, and (hall prove the contrary in both 
the parts of it. And firſt for the fouls of wicked 
men, that they are not upon their ſeparation from 
the body caſt into: that extremity: of torment 
which is prepared for them: | cone by an Argu- 
ment à Majors, thus: 

The very Dewilly them ſelyis are not yet rofl inds 
that extremity of forment that they are condemned 
unto. Therefore the fouls of wicked men are not 
mmediately _ their en qt mito thoſe 
tormeni . | 


The Conſequenee of this Argument is clear, 
for no man will judge the Rate of wicked men'to 


be 
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| be wotſa chen 
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che 
nent f. the great day; wWherr you have the time 


* 


the Rate ob:;Newvills.., The. Antece- 
dent l prove by.ewo.clear teſtimonies of Scripture; 
I be; fuſt aut of St. Mat. B. ag. here thoſe ficrce 


Devils which:had poſſe ſſed two men among the 


Gerpeſens,; ſeeing (Chriſt comming towards them, 
are ſtricken with tertor at his preſence, and cry 


out, What haue we to doe with theeg Je ſus thou Sonne 


of God Art thou-come to:tormens us before the time ? 
They knew they wereicondemn'd to torment, but 
there was a time ſet when they ſhould be caſt into 
it, but that time was not yet come; and therefore 


ſee ing him qomming towards them, they cry out 


Agaioſt him, ax if he came to antedate their mi- 
{ety, by caſting them into it before the time, Ari 
uhoucont. 10. torment ws; before gbe time ? The other 
ptadſe lis both confitma tion of the truth in 
Radegund an illuſtration of; this Text: It is in the 
EpiRie of Jude, vet. 6. The Angels alſe which kept 
not their firſt eſtate, but left hei enn bahitation, he 
au chevinefidethaef} due the Judge- 


when theyiſhall be caſt into that extremity of tor- 
Meat. NED: Which, they: aten e ned, at the 
Judgement of the great. day; and the e ate tbat they 
WS!ingiln thameav. tiwr, the y are acer d in chains 
cf, daikpels, the ch noting, the ſafe keeping 


. 3 . 


ind ſoetning of Cotes can no ways make 
theincleaper: And the darweſ, nating: their diſ- 
mall and uncomfortable condition all that while: 
They: arecreſers' d in chains of darkneſs, wnto the 
Judgement of the great day; an expreſſion borrowed 
from-/mhe: 2 priſoners, which af. 
ter they ate condemnꝰd, are ſecured in chains or 
fetters, and caſt into the dungeon, and there re- 
ſerved: unto the day of Execution. And this is 
a (ufficient proote of the truth of this aſſertion in 
the felt part of it, as touching the ſouls of wicked 
men, That the ſtate of: their ſouls, from the day of 
their ſeparation from, #heir bodies, untill the day of 
Judge ment, is not e that it ſhall be after that 
day, though it be 4 woefull eſtate too, as will farther 
appear in . ſequel of this diſconrſe. We are now 
to make good wiz Propoſition in the other part of 
it, Concerning the ſouls of the juſt, that they en- 
ter not preſently upon their diſſolution into the 
fullneſs of joy and glory intended the m, and pre- 
pared for them. And for that 1alledgey Kew. 6. 9. 
10. 11, where at the opening of the fifch Scale, 
St. John ſees under the Altar, the ſouls of them thas 
were killed for the Word of God, and for tbe teftimony 
which they maintained. And they cryed with a loud 


N {eying, How lang Lord, how long, holy and _ 
7 | 


Afithow now Judge, 


erer Blog. on them that 
| dwall vn the'E4#th ? Mx long white robes were given 
fo every" one, and # was ſaid unte them, that they 
 foruldiveſt for a little ſeaſon, untill their fellow ſer- 
baniiz and their brethgen that  ſbonld be killed, (even 


and 5 
| 
| 

„hey were) were fulfilled. This Scripture makes | 
| 
| 


for our purpoſe all along; For firſt, Who are they 
that here complain ? the Text ſayes, They were 
Marrjts, and thoſe are Saints of the firſt lift; and 
i cheit ſuuls were not received: into the fulneſs of 
joy and happineſs at their diſſolution, what ſoulb * 
ate? But that they were not, it appears, Firſt, By 
their complaint, How Long Lane ? how long? Se. 
condty,'By che anſwer: given unto them, perſwa- 
ding {till to waite for a ſeaſon, and to poſſeſs, der ſouls 
with patience, til the reſt of the number of their brethren 
wert arromphſhed, without whom the y could not be 
made pettet, and that eould not de till the Re- 
lurrection, and the Generall. Judgement at the 
great day. Aguinas doth excellently deſcribe Sum. 
mum bonum or the higheſt fekcicy to be, Quie 
Memis; or ee Metis" in ultimo fine; the 
re ſt, or acquieſcence of the mind in the laſt end, 
beyond which nothing dan be deſired to make it 
more happy: Bur'thoſenfouls hich · yet cry, How 


9 . doe deylareʒ That they babe 


not 


not yet attained their ultimate end ; and there- 

fore they doe not perfectly acguieſce, but are in ex- 

pectation of a farther degree of fuller happineſs 

yet to be given unto them. And thus I have made 

good this Propoſition,in both the Parts, That the ſouls 
ſeparated from the body by Death, are not in the ſame _ 
ſtate from the time of their ſeparation, to the time of 
their re- union again at the day of Judgement, that 
they ſhall be in, after that day, to all eternity. 

But then, me thinks | heare you ask me, Ir 
what ſtate are they then during that time? Where are 
they? Or what becomes of them ? 

And to this Quzrie, I ſhall endeavour to ſatisſie 
you too, and that, Ad partes, to both the parts of 
it, both as it concerns the ſouls of the juſt, and the 
ſouls of the unjuſt and wicked men. And ficlt, as 
to the ſouls of wicked menzlf you ask me where? 
or in what ſtate they are? | anſwer, They arc in the 
ſame ſtate, and in the {ame places that the evill 
Angells are in, and what that was, yen heard even 
now out of Fade 6. they are ſecured in priſon,they 
are with them reſerved in chains unto the judgement 
of the great day. For proofe of this, take theſe two 

© Scriptures ; the firſt in 1 Pet. 3. 19. The ſecond 

© in Luke 12. 20. In the firſt, St. Peter ſpeaking of 

the death of Chriſt, ſaith thus, ver. 18. Chriff || 
| M alſo 


4lſo 17 5 for. e, tuft for the unjuſt, that 
be m obr bring us to ( od, who was put to death as con. 
>-Y3 8 2121 2 doe 1 0 . ; 
eerning the fleſh, but was quickned in the Spirit. B/ 
which ſſarit alſo, he went and Preach't ts the ſirits in 
praſon, v. 19. It ye ask, What ſpirits ? he tells you, 
ve 20. boſe ſpirits whieh in tinie paſi were dijobe- 
diem: In what time ? In the times of Noah, and 
before the Flood, for fo it followeth; When once 
the long ſuffering of God abode in the dayes of Noah, 
while the Ark was preparing n berein few, that ij, 
eight perſons were ſaved from periſbing in the water 
There you have St, Feter plainly interpreting him- 
ſelfe, that the ſpirits here mentioned, are the ſpi- 
tits of the finners of the old world, which peri- 
thed in the Flood, but their ſpirits periſhed nor, 
neither were they preſently ſent to the Lake of 
everlaſting Burnings, but they are ſecured in Pri- 
fon, as the evill Angels are, and ſo reſerved unto 
the judgement of the great day. That place in 
St Luke, (peaks the ſame thing, where the Voyce 
is heard ſpeaking to the ſecute Epicure, ſinging a 
requiem to his on ſoule, Soule, rake thine eaſe, eate, 
' drink, and be merry, thou haſt goods layd up for many 
gears: Alas] he dreams of many years, when he 
hath not many houts to live: Stulte har nocte, Thou 
foole, this „bs ſhall they fetch away thy (oule : 2 
R 2 . whoſe 
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whoſe ſhall theſe things be ? Nay, Whoſe ſhalt thou 
be ? This night ſhall they fetch away thy ſoule : 
Which they? The evill Angels. When good men 
dye, the good Angells are ready to receive their 
{ouls, as they did the ſoxle of Lazarus, Luke 16. 
and carry them into Abrahiam's boſome. But when 
wicked men dye, the evill Angells fetch awa 
their ſouls, Thou foole, t bis night ſhall they fetch awdy 
thy ſoule : And whither (think you) were they to 
carry it ? but to their own Quarters, to thoſe Pri- 
ſons in which themſelves are ſecur'd, as in chains 
unto the! jutlgement of the great day. 

But then here ariſeth another Queſtion, Whas 
thoſe Priſons are ? Or, Where it u, that they are ſe- 


cured unto that day ? 
And to this I Anſwer. There are three vaſt, 


large, and ſpacious Priſons, in which the evill An- 
gells are ſecured, and with them the fouls of 
wicked men, unto the Judgement of the grear 


day. And they are, 


'F 


2. The Earth. 
— Ihe Sea. 


Firſt, The Aire, with all the ſeverall Regions of 
it, into which the Apoſtate Angells were bani- | 


M 2 ſhed : | 
Y 


| 

55 The Aire. 
| 

| 


ed: When for their rebellion againſt their Cre. 
tor, they were expell'd. out of Heaven. For this, 
ſee St. Paul, in his Epiſtle to the Epheſrans, cap. 6. 
1 2. Tox wreſtle not again} fleſÞ and blood, but ago inf 
Principolities and Powers, and ſpiritnall wickedneſſes 
in high places: And what? or who are thole ſpiti- 
tuall wickedneſſes, but thoſe evill ſpirits > And 
what arc thoſe high places, but the Regions of the 
Aire ; And therforc is the Principall of che Devills, I; 
called, The Prince that ruleth in the Aire; for even Ig. 
amongſt them there is Order, and ſubordination: Nin 
We reade of a Prince. among Dewills, Epheſ. 2. 2. u 
The ſecond of. thoſe Priſons, is, The Earth; and: 9 


therein fitſt, The vaſt and: howling Wilderneſſes, If 
and Places uninhabited, where no foot doth tread, 6 
but vchere Oſtriches: dos dwell, where Ziim doth In 
boade, and the Satyres dance. t 

Secondly, The vaſt. caverns. and concavities hf 
within the earth, amongſt which the hollow I! 
mountains of Ætna, Veſuuius, and in Ireland that: ||; 
hollow vault, called, Saint. Patriarch Purgatory,. I. 
famous in ſtory : Bur in America many ſuch, and 
more. evident dens: of Dzmnons: : But above all 
theſe, the vaſt hollowneſs in the very heart, and 
Center of. the Eatth; for. who. knows what · vaſt 
and ſꝑatious receꝑtacles there may be for ſuch ſpi- 
| rits t: 
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fits? It is not unreaſonable, nor againſt any Arti- 
cle of Faith, or of Scripture to conceive, That 
there is in the very heart and Center of the Earth, 
fuch a vaſt hollowneſs, both for a fit receptacle 
tor ſuch ſpirits, and by which that vaſt and weigh- 
ty body is buoy d up that it ſink not any way to- 
wards:the Circumference on any fide, though no 
way ſupported,neither by Poaſts,nor Pillars. What 
sit that ſuſtains the vaſt and weighty Ships in the 
Sea, with all che Anchors, Ordnance, and Frauglit 
in them, but the hollowneſs of them? What is 
it that ſuſtains the Clouds in the Aire, infinitely 
gteater, and more weighty then they, ſo as they 
fly to and fro, but as bottles in the Aire, as Job' 
ſpeaks, or like bladders fall of winde, that they fall 
not down in great daſhes, enough to make ano- 
ther Deluge, but the hollowneſs of them? That 
ſuch a hollowneſs there is in them, appears by the 
Lightning, the Thunder, and the Thunder: bolts, 
and: the ſpitituall vapour that proceeds. out of 
them, when they break. of ſuch: force, that. it pe- 
netrates, and burns, and breaks, and tears in peece: 
all that it lights upon: And who can deny, but 
it is agreeable to reaſon, that there may be fuch a 
hollowneſs- in the heart of the earth, whereby it 
may, bythe power and providence of the Creator, 


be 
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be ſuſteined in the place whieh he hath appointed I, 
for it; and alſo be a fit reeeptaele of evill ſpititi I, 
where they may be ſecured as in a Priſon, and . yi 
ferved unto the ſudgement of the great day, hf 5; 
the Apoſtolicall Creed, we profeſs to belcer iff j, 
That Chrift deſcended into Hell. And St. Paal tell P 
us, He deſcended die Tex womige pungn vd; , into the loner ſe 
parts of the Earth : This cannot be underſtood a 
the deſcent ot his body by his buriall, that ſcarce] w 
went into the Earth at all, but was layd in the Ie 
Sepulchre which Joſeph of Arimathes had made 
for himſelfe in his Garden, which was above the 
ground, or, at leaſt, the moſt part of it, it any 
part at ail of it were under, or within the ground, 
it was not ſo low, as that we may (ay of it, It waſſ | 
in the lower parts of the Earth. How then will you 
underſtand this Article of our Lords deſcent in 
Hell, except you underſtand it of his Soule, andi 
of his Spirit:? And where will you finde this Hel; 
more aprecable to Scripture, and Reaſon, then ah þ 
I have deſerrbed it > and that by his Spirit, he wen 
I 


'to Preach to the ſpirits in priſon there. 

The third va ſt Priſon whetein the evil! Agel 
are ſecured unto the day of the general! Judgement. 
is, The Sta; for there are Sea Spirits, as well a 
Land Spirita, or 'Atridll Spirits, When the ou 
* ple, 


les being in a Ship, ſaw Chriſt coming towards 
walking upon the Sea, the Text ſayes, They 
were troubled, and thouglu they bad ſeen a Spirit, 
Mar. 14. 26. whereby it appears, That there were 
u Spirts.chat did appear in the Sea, as well as on the 
Land. And in St. Mathew 8. we reade, That the 
1 Deville being caſt out of the man which they had poſ- 

ll (eſſed, entred into an Heard of Swine, and carried 
If them beadleng into the Sea : by which it ſeems, there 

was their abude. And in Mark 5. which by many 

ecircumſtances ſcem not to be the ſame ſtory, with 

ll this of St. Matthew we reade, Of a whole legion of | 
ON Dewills, entring into a Heard of no leſs then two thou- 
J 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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ſand Swine, and carrying them with great violence into 
the Sea: theſe were Ses Spirits, whoſe abode was 
in the Sea, which is the third Priſon wherein theſe 
evill Angelly are ſecur d, and confin'd unto the 
judgement of the gteat day, and with them, the 
ſouls of wicked men, both to be brought in, and 
judged at that general Aſſizes, which though they 
be not till then caſt into the Lake of evetlaſting 
burnings; yet is their condition in the mean time 
woefull, and miſerable : Tis miſerable to conſi- 
der how wilfully they have forſaken their own 
mercy, and what opportunity they have loſt of 


preventing this their miſery, never to be recove- 
red, 


red, nor recalled : Tis miſerable to [ye in Priſon, 
in ſuch a Priſon, and for ſuch Crimes of which 
they know themſelves they ſhall be tound guilty 
at that day, and condemn'd to ſuffer the venge. 
ance of everlaſting fire : *Tis miſerable to ſee Hell 
open before them, and ready to receive them: 
Lis miſerable in the mean time to lye under the 
wrath of the Almighty, and under the torments 
of a wounded ſoule: Vet neither are the torments 
of the ſouls of wicked men, during this time of 
their ſeparation from their bodies all zquall ; as 
neither ſhall they be after the general] Judgement, 
as ſhall be ſhewed in the ſequel of this Ireatiſe; 
but in the mean while, (having ſhewed you the 
ſtate of the ſouls of wicked men) It now teſts that 
I ſhould ſhew you, What is the ſtate of the ſouls of 
juſt men, from the time of their ſeparation from 
their bodies, till the time of their re- union again 
with their bodies at the day of the ReſurreQion. 
And in anſwering to this inquiry, the Scriptute . 
gives us ſome light in foure t xptt ſſions; Whey th 
body returns to duſt from whence tas taken, the ſpirit}. 
returns to God that gave it, ſaith Soloman, Eccleſ. 
12. 7. The Anzells receive it, and carry it into Abra · 
ham's boſome, {aith St. Luke, cap. 10. 22. It i: layi 
. under the Altar, ſaith St. John, Rev. 6. 9. It is car 


ried 
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viel into Paradiſe, faith out Saviour to the penitent 
theeſe upon the Croſſe, Lyke 23. 43. All theſe 
ate moſt comfortable, and heavenly expreſſions, 
ſetting forth the bleſſed and happy tſtate of the 
ſouls of the juſt which they enter into, when 
they are delivered from the burden of the fleſh, 
the great impediment of their perfection; yet 
they doe not all amount to this, That upon their 
ſeparation they paſs into the higheſt Heaven, and 
into the fruition of the immediate viſion of God, 
and that fulne(s of joy and glory, that they ſhall 
enter into at the [aſt day, when it ſhall be ſaid un- 
to them, Come ye bleſſed of my Father, enter into the 

inheritance of the Kingdom prepared. for you from the 
t beginning of the world. For we cannot imagine 
chat theſe words are ſpoken onely in reference to 


the bodies, then newly rayſcd out of their graves; 

but to the whole man, body and ſoule united to- 

gether; and ſo to the entire perſons of them, Come 
e yebleſſed; enter into the Kingdom. For that of Solo- 
non, That the ſonle returns to God that gave it, it is 
true; that is, It is taken up into the higher Hea- 
ens, and is in hee rer communion with God then 
- it was beſore de is admitted neerer into his pre- 
4 | fence, it is taken into his more immediate care to 
Aiſpoſe of it, in a place and Nate of blils and feli- 
bew N city, 


* e. 


| 90 | $34 | 
city; of joy at , even vreſenely upon the 

ſeparation of it from the body For that of Saint 
Luke, Thos the Angelli recerped the ſoule of Lazarm: 

the meaning ie, Tijat he was gathered unto the 
ze of the faithfull, of which” Abraham: is (aid 
$6. de. the Father, and carried to a place of reſt, 

intimated hy Abrahams beſome r Sinus Patrierchs 

nun reaeſſar, quitlam eſt quietis æternæ, Ambt. For 
chat · of St. John Rev. 6. Where he ſees the ſoultof 
the Martyrs under the Altar : the meaning is, That 
they were in a place of fecurity, where no evil 
ſhould touch them; as in the third of the book of 
Wifedom, The ſonls of the righteoxws are in the band 
of Ged, aud no evil (ball touch them, G. t. The Altar 
was an Aſylum; a: place! of refuge and protection, 
2 Kings 2. 28. The ſouls of theſe Martyrs were 
ſeen under the Altar, to intimate their ſecurity, 
their ſafety, no evill might touch them. 

As to that Aying of our Lord, to the penitent 
theefo upon che Croke, This day ſhals thon be with 
me inPorediſe : | give theſe two anſwers. Firſt, 

Tbat Paradiſe is not ſo limited to the higheli 
Heaven, where the Throne of God is., but that it 
may comprehend ſome other place adjacent to it, 
where he might be in joy and felicity wich: Chriſt, 
0 as ta hie — is every where; the 
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word ſignifieth, A place of pleaſure : and ſuch are 
the places aſſigned to be the receptacles of the 
ſouls of the juſt, when they are ſeparated from 
theit bodies. I anſwer ſecondly, That for the 
ſouls of Enoch before the Law, and of Elijah un- 
der the Law, and of this penitent theete under 

the Goſpel: I doe not deny, but they might have 
ſpeciall priviledge in the tranſlation of them, that 

the Lord in their examples might give good aſſu- 
tance to all beleevers, and to all the juſt that 
ever ha ve, or ſhall live in any Age of the World; 
whether before the Law, under the Law, or ſince 
the Law, as well of their aſcenſion, and glorifica- 
nion, as of their teſuttedtion 2 Az to this penitent 
| theefe. in patticulary dying with him upon the 
| Crofſe, that he might'ſhew a ßecimen of the 
power, of his death, in ſaving, juſtifying, and 
glorifying penitent ſinners, though never ſo great 
offenders —_ we muſt remember with- 
all, that theſe were peculiar, priviledges of ſin- 
gular perſons And, Privilegis ſunt paucorum, | 
the CWill Law.-will tell us, That | Priviledges Þþ 
are the pertion hut of few : This doth not weaken 
the, truth of my aſcertion, That che fouls of juſt 
wen. dying, doe not immediately upon the ſepa- 
eee, body, paſs into the highs 

RT 2 
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e ſt Hea von; nor to the higheſt: glory, bor to that 
fulneſe of Joy, which: they ſhall enter into at the 
Reſuriecion; when they ſhall be. re- united to 
their bodies, an ſo both together ſhall be taken 
into the cverlaſting habitat ions, and ſhall Rand 
io the preſence of God, and enjoy the beatificalt 
Miſibn, denheit tight they ſhall ſee light, when 
they ſhall-ſce God face to face, in whoſe preſence 
is 3 of joy, and ac whole right hand there 
ne pleaſures for evermorc. This the Royall Pro- 
pie by kis ſpirit of Prophefie forefu w long agoe, 

and rejoyced under the hope of it, Pſal 17. 1;. 

4 ſhall behold thy face in Aare fi. and when 1 
am fiell be ſatiefiedi n thy unge: When l 
awake, that is, in che motiinꝑ of the Reſutrecti 
on, then I ſhall be fatisfied- with thine Image, then, 
and not tall chen, ſhall l be fally e with 
Shine Image. 

But n — Quekion cs there 
| did of. the fouls of wicked'men, Where are the ſoulr 
of the juſt in the meanwhile, between the time of their 
feaporation' fromthe body b paleathy and the re-wnion of 
them mit li the; hody-at Ib; Keſurrełil ion ã "Where are 
they? What —.— of | then: # In what ſtate and con- 
duson hamet bey their: being: 2: What- i-thein\zmploy- 
1 Mut is their. ener 'Toiall:;thefctorite 


Que» 
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Geldes, 1 l enden vour to give You ſome ſa - 
<fx&ion, as touching the Place, the State, the 


imployment, and the enjoymeats of ſouls lepa- 
ated. 

And as to the firft of theſe, The place of the 
ſenlf ſeparation. I fhall not ſend you to the Ely- 
fin' fields of the antient Poets to ſeek them: Nor 
to the Gardens nor Orchards of the Heſferides : 


poſt men, as ſoon as they were ſeparated from the body, 


4 paſs into ſome place of reſt and joy, wherein they 


were not deceived; but for want of a more di- 
ind knowledge of the Place where they had: 
their be ing, and their ſtate in it, they ſet it forth 
by comparing it to the being in thoſe places which 
they concerved to be moſt happy, pleaſant, and: 


pyous. But certainly, that which is moſt agree - 


able to reaſon in this cafe, and is no way repug- 
nant to any Article of F aich, nor to any diſcovery 
in Scriptare made to the contrary, is this, That 
ihe ſouls of the juſt being ſeparated from the bo- 
lies, doe paſs into thoſe high Heavens which are 


above the Starry Firmament, as the ſouls of 


wicked men doe paſs into che Regions of the Aite 


belt, it: For that there arc Heavens above the 
1 Starry: 


5 


Nor to the Mahometan Paradiſes ; all theſe concei- 
veck and belee ved, That the ſonl of wertuows and 


| 
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Starry Fmament, it .canngt be denyed: two.we 
reade of before we come ta the Empyrean Hes. 
vens, where the Throne of God is, and where the 
Lord of Hoſts, with all his holy Angells keeps his 
Court in Majeſty and Glory: The-lower- moſt of 
theſe is called, Cælum aqueum, The watery Heaven, 
from the elcarne(s, and the tranſparancy of it: The 
other above that is called, Cælum Cryſtallinum, The 
Ccyſtall Heaven, from the puricy, and the pellu- 
cidity of it, for ſtill the higher the Heavens are 
and the neeter they approach to the Empyrean 
Heaven, where the Throne of God is, the more 
glorious are they, and the more noble the Inhabi- 
tants of them, Now between every of theſe Hea- 
vens, there is a vaſt ſpace of infinite capacity; and 
it muſt needs be ſo, by reaſon of the greatnels of 
their circumference, the leaſt and loweſt of them 
is gf greater capacity and comprehenſion, then all 
this ſpace that is between the Earth and the Starry 
Firmament, and the reſt greater then it proporti- 
onably. Now I would ask; Of what uſe theſe va 

and com pre henſia e Heawens are, if this be not one, 
to be the receptacle of the ſons of. the juſt, when they 
are taken out of their bodies: f Natura nihil tacit tru- 

ſtra, The God of Nature, abe Greater of. all things, bath 


made norhiyg in vais There is no part of the world 
* | whic 
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ock t it with Inhabitants ſuitable to it: The 
Earth he hath ſtor d and ftock't with Beafts and: 
Cattell 3 the Sea with Fiſhes, the Ayre with 
Fowle, and with Aeriall Inhabitants ; every of 
theSpheres above it, with Starrs and Planets, which 
by their light, heare, influence, and motion divide 
the times, and Govyerne this inferiour world: The 
Starry Firmament that is ſpread out as a vaile be- 
tween this inferiour, and the ſuperiour world, be- 
wween theſe lower and the higher Heavens, it is 
peopled (as it were) with innumerable Golden 
Starrs of feverall magnitudes, ſpecious to behold, 
and pretious for their uſe and influence: The Em- 

yrean Heavens, the higheſt of all the reft, ts 
ſtor d and Inhabited with Angells, and Arch- An- 
gells, Cherabims, and Seraphims, and the other 
Orders of thoſe Heavenly Couttiers that ſtand in 
the preſence of God, waiting his pleaſure, and 
ready to execute his will, and to fulfill his Word: 
Thus the whole Univerſe is repleniſhed with In- 
babitants ſuitable to the places which the Great 
Creator and high diſpoſer of all things hath ap- 
pointed ſor them. And doe theſe beautifull Hea · 
vens, the Agueall and Chryſtalline Heavens, ſo ſpeci- 
pus, and fo ſpacious between the Starry Firma»: 
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which he hath made, but he hath ſtord, and 
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empty without lohabitants 2. No, it cannot be, 
but they ha ve their Inhabitants too, and they n f 


the ſpuly af the Juſt, mhen they are ſeparated from 
their badies A y death andidifſolutien, who being next un- 


ta the Angelli in bolineſs, are placed in recepracles neu 


unto them in glory. I he Chryſtalline Heaven next 
and immediately under the Empyrean Heaven; and 
the Aqueall, or Warry Heaven next immediately 
under it; and as they have atteined to the de- 
4 of purity here in this life, ſo are the y diſpo- 
d of into the one, or into the other of them, 
neerer or farther off from the Throne of glory 3 
for as after the Reſurrection, there ſhall be ſeve- 
rall and different degrees of glory; ſo in this ſtate 
of ſeparation, the ſouls ſeparated, ſhall be in ſeve- 
tall and different degrees of joy and happineſs, 
according as they are prepared for it, and have 
atteined to ſeverall degrees of holineſs and purity 
in this life, while they were in the body. 
"Secondly, F you enquire into the ſtate of thoſe 
ſouls ſeparated, it muſt needs be bleſſed and glorious, 
witable to the glory of thoſe Heawens wherein they are 
here fit, They are delivered ſrom the burden of 
the Fleſh, che bod y, the vety priſon wherein they 
were dereined, and ſole impedimeat of; their per 
tection. 
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Non. eden Pee freed Abad all ſin, and 
Herrow;/ cencupilcence- and corruption, froin all 
x | — penny and ſollicitations from the world, the 
ill, and the fleſh, and ftom all the evill of this 
Jower world which they have left behind them; 
Ind which now, As that glorious Woman, Re v. 12. t. 
hey trample under their feet, all tears are wipt from 
eir eyes, all ſorrow, and grief, and pain are flowne 
wiy, they dyed- in the Lord, they are bleſſed; they reſt 
Wow ther lab labonrs, and ſo they are in Abraham's bo- 
ſome.* They are in the hand of God, as Solomon 
28 Wiſedom 3. 1. ſo that no evill bull touch them; 
they are got bose the reach of the malice of men 
Devils, 25. #7; (as the Greek Proverbe hath 
| ff it) o of the danger of the dart: And ſo their ſtate 
igtees with that which St. John ſayes of them, 
Re: 6. That be fam them under the pe yet all 
| this is but their privative happineſs, conſiſting in 
their freedom from all evill, and their ſecurity 
from all danger; but they are in preſent poſſeſſion 
' | bf 2 poſitive bleſſedneſs too in a et meaſure, and 
6 high depree of preſent joy and glory : Their very 
imployment 1 is a part of their bleſſedneſs, which 
| is no leſs then Ange licall, tolaud, and prayſe, and 
| 
| 


apnificthe living Lord; to ſing Hoſinna to Ho ſan - 


als inthe higheſt, and HolleI«jab1 to bin ther ſi 
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al arne. e the 5 and the 
Ke ſs, and ogdnels, and the power, and 
1 0 0 — yank Gad, of which 

they 1 — now a clearce ſight and apprebenſioq 
- then/befare ; and in particular; his fngular, and 
— ll grace and.goadne(s unto them, which 
bath done ſuch great things fer them, as to bring 
them thicher to triumph in the appcchenſion af 
it,and to rejoyce and glory in the fence of it. | 
gow, not whether 1 ſhould rather ranke theſe 
thipge under their imployments, or their enjoy - 
ments, they are bleſſed duties which arc both: 
ith what ſweet contentation, and ſelfe ſatisſa - 
Aion doe they con verſe tage thet in pure love and 
lighe ? With = why joy and comfort can they now 
temember the difficulties, and the dangers which 
abcy baye paſt through in their comming thither ? 
What temptations ? what affligions they have 
met withall ? What ſtrong corruptions they have 
wreſtled with? What importunate luſts they bave 
denied and ſubdued > What ſollicitations from 
the World, from the Fleſh, and from the Devill, 
$icy have refiſted and rejected, and how now they 
bleſs themſclves that — have done ſo, and God 
that gave them grace — ſtrength, to doe it) 
Wich what Joy and prayſe doe they cangratu/al 


, 


o 
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due indtber in their happy vidoties over fin and 
Satan, Death and ell, and all the enemies of their 
falyation, and in their ſafe paſſage through all the 
dangers and difficulties that ſtood between them 


tuption that is in the world through Luſt, they 
are at length arrived to the Place where they 
would, even te the top of Mount Syor, the Place 
of their reſt and joy, where now they are taken 
into neerer Communion -with God, then they 
could be, before they have more clear manifeſta - 
tion of him, ſweet influences from him, and union 
with him; they converſe with Angels, congratu- 
lating them in their happineſs, and with Ewges of 
joy and prayſe, well-coming them into thoſe Hea- 
yens, the habitations of their happineſs, the Para- 
qiſe of their joy and glory. And now, their Cha- 
rity invites them to Pray for the whole eſtate of 
Chriſts Church militant bere on Earth, That the Lord 
would guide them, and keep them in the way of Truth, 
tbat he would bring them ſafe through all the danger. 
and difficulties that ſtand in the way between them and 
Heaven ; that the Goſpel may have free paſſage through 
the world ; that it may runne, proſper, and be glorious 3 
hat by it, be would call in all that are yet uncalled; 
1 accompliſh the number of bis 


that he would ſhortly 
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and Heaven; and that having eſcaped all the cor- 
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8. ad 101 en 65 Kin a> roo that — ſy they, 
22 7357 that ſh part ou? of thy life. in 1 n | 
Janb and f. feare of 12 ws ly Name, may hate their per- ff 1 

feet feel conſummation, and bliſs, . in body aud ſoule, in 


b eternal and everlaſting glor 

"Which is the third eftare” 1 in $19 immortal 
fouls doe paſs their immortality, which begin 
from the day of the general] Judgement, and laſts 
from thence to all eternity. 

Of which, though we had the Ton que of Men. 
or Angells, it is impoſſible to ſpcak to De full,and 
as the ſubject requires : O Aternity, Æternity, How 
is the Heart aftoniſht, and the Mind. allowed up, 
that enters into the thoughts of. it / with the. Rate of 
the juft, and the unjuſt in it; the joy and glory 
of the one, and the miſery and törment of the 
other: both which being une xpreſſible, I wall 
forbeare to enter into the deſcription of them, 
and in ſtead thereof, onely referr you to the words 
of the ſentences at the great day to be given upon 
them both; the ſentence of abſolution to the juſt 
on the right hand, and of condemnation. to the 
wicked on the leſt, both which. the Judge him» 
ſelte that hall pronounce them, hath. told us be- 


forc hand, and left us in termiri upon record, Mate 
25. 


And 
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iſt pronounce, that the witke | of 
| | the left hand may ſee Heaven opened, and have a 
11 hr of the Joy and glory of the Celeſtiall Pata- 
| dle hd lee the juſt taken into ft, and fet down 
| | with Abrahzm, Iſaac, and Jaceb in the K ingdom of 
| || Heaven, and themſelves caſt out; that they may (ce 
hat happineſs they have loſt, by wilfully for- 
ling their, own mercy, and putting ſrom them 
| || the Kingdom of Heaven offered unto them; and 
| || what happineſs, joy, and glory the ſervants of 
' | Podaregreived undo, whom they deſpiſed, to the 
Dit et damen | | Ireen * 
t cater 2goravatio of their forrow and miſery : 
| hereforc ſhalt the fentence of Abſolution be 
I firſt pronounc*t in theſe comfortable words, Cone 
ye bleſſed of my F ather, enter into the Inheritance of 


the Kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of 


the world : Every word carries in it Tife and glory: 
Come ye bleſſed. ones, take poſſeſſion of a Kingdom; 
Who? and what arc we, that the Lord ſhould doe 
fo much for us (may they well ſay) as to give us 
aKingJom ? That's the day of which St. Paul wri- 
ting to the Theſſalonians, tells them, Jeſus Chrifi 
Hall be admired in all them that beleeve, 2 Thel. . 10. 
not onely by them, but in them, by Men and An- 
pells, to [ce that the Lord hath exalted bis poor, 


humble, 
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ies om 3˙ 1 55340 the Kingdom of their 


Alfter 'this faatt the Judge turne himſelfe to the 
wicked, on the left hand, and pronounce againſt 
them the ſentence of condemnation, in theſe 
words, he. malediGi, 'Goe' Je curſed into everlaſting 
fire; prepared for the Devil and bis Angels : Every 
word full of death and terror ; Goe, and goe 20 
curſed, and goe into fire, anch Fire cverleſting, and 
fire prepared, (Iſay 30. 33.) an d prepared for thi 
Deal and bis Angel: : ſo theſe ſhall goe into exer- 
lifting torments, _ the his into life eternall. 
And this 1 is the third eſtate of of immortal ſouls, 
ad i in his they ſhall abide for ever, without alte- 
ration, vilbeut end. And fol end my Diſcourſe 
n this Subject, in which, I may truely ſay with 
Ma es, I bave ſer before you life and death, bleſſing 
a [FD | Heaven and Hell, that ſo.zol may chuſe 
the better, and that you may doe it in time, while 
remedy may be had, That you may live, and ni 
dye. : that Jon. way be "bh ea, nd not curſed ; that 
N e may ! 'be in | Jeaveh, 420 wor 22 el 
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T cefts now; that. U Should ſprak:ſomefhin gl” 
e third part of: the Text, in theſe word,, 
Fer I am beiter then my Father. 


leſneſs of it. To bath which I muſt ſay ſome- 
thing in way of vindication, And as to the, firſt, 
The newneſi of it, To pals by all chat hath been 
Written by the Learned Schooſemen, of the Re 
wiſh perſwaſion, becauſe they were, of the Rowiſp 
perſwaſion, (and yer, it we ſhould rezeR all. that 
is written by the learned of the Kowiſh perſwaſt 
on, becauſe they were of the Kowiſb perſwaſion) 
we ſhall doe our ſelues as much wrong as them ; 
but to wave them, I could fall up my Page with 
the teſtimonies of Learned, and holy men unex- 
ionable, which have declared themſelves of 
the ſame Judgement in this matter, That neithes 
the ſonl af the juſt, nor the unjuſt, doc immedi= | 


— {cperation of them from the body, | | 
. | | 
dra gr | 


paſs 
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lee lets benq bet q 
. a et adi ifftrent from 

** Fihird ſare)welleaRt in depiee, in whieh they doe 
Rint} akte Refatre@ion; nd the ge 
we pcrhe bite in Frifbi, : the other in Pais 
e dheladhong ft tile“ thi" Kngells, the 
Geer among g the” good Angells-:'The' one in the 
month of Halt it ſelſe, lad cit beginnings of 


So and torment in 1 Beat de ekz and the ether 
in ente very Eritrance- into! {= i rtieſt Heaven i 
blifs? ahd joy, and happineſs utſpeakable, and 
en | F ſhould make'a long buſineſs of it here 

aA 28 ferite the teſtimonied of the Anei 
ente u. ens matter“; but 46 ſave" my ſelfe and 
Reader tliat labour, let me intreat him to conſult 
ce N eminent Divine, well known 
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MBOfrhSUdx, znd Piofeffor of Divinity 
the Univerſity of E duſts; I meane Bucanus, a 
min 28 directly oppoſit to puiga tory and Popery, 
4 Light! 1460 ene m N Ormon Places, 
Totte. under t Title; De Ire lern, he pro- 
-poſes this very Qicſtion' in cliele words "yas 
the ſole of of rhe Faithfull; 
. e Ae pi Me oppor dag y- 
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+ Is Whether 
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” Rab. bs. FI Ah; _ A 
Whether the ſouls of the faithſull ſepa ited” 3 
from their. bodies, doe preſently enjoy perfe& 
bliſs, and conſummate happineſs. 

Unto which he makes this Anſwer : 

Satis fit nobis ſcire illicd à diſeeſſu è corpore, ſpiri- 
tum redire ad Deum, qui dedit illum, Eccleſ. 12. 7. 
Eſſe cum Chriſto, Philip. 1. 23. In Parediſo, Luke 
323. 43- In pace, Sapien. 3. 3. Inregquie, Heb. 4. 3. 
In conſolatione, Luke 16. 25. In refrigerio, Sap. 4.7. 
In ſecuritate, Job 11. 15. In manu Dei, ut minime at- 
vingit eum cruciatus, Sapicn. 3. 1. In glorificatione, 
Wiſd. 5. 1. Thus Engliſhed : 

Let it be enough for us to know, That preſent- 
ly upon the departure of it out of the body, the 
ſpirit returns to God that gave it; that it is with 
Chriſt, that it is in Paradiſe, that it is in Peace, 
in reſt, in comfort, in a place of refreſhment, in 
ſecurity, in the hand of God, ſo that no evill ſhall 
touch it ; that it is in glory, all glorious expreſſi- 
ons, ſetting forth the happy ſtate of the ſouls of 
the Saints which they paſs into, preſently upon 
the ſeparation of them from the bodics. But 
then, marke what follows, he comes in upon all 
this with an adverſitive tamen, notwithſtanding, 
which in anſwer to the Queſtion here propoſed, 
hatt-the force of a:negative,for thus it followeth; 
Ver 4 "IN P Qua 
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Nn tamen re ſurrecſionem corporum expedlant, & 
fruitionem pleniſſimam omnium bonorumt quz Dew 
promiſit diligentibus ipſum, non in perfc&z, & 

jam confum mata, ſed inchoata beat itudine verſari dic 

poſſant. Engliſhed thus *: | 

Let notwithſtanding, becauſe they expect the 

reſurrection of their bodies, and the moſt full 

fruition of all thoſe good things; which God hath 
promiſed to them that love him, they may be ſaid 
to be not in the full fruition of their perſect and 
conſumma te happineſs, but in the beginaing of 
it, or their happineſs inehoated; and begun. Thus 

Bucenus Com. Loc. 39. pag. 447. 

And for proofe of this, he alleage th the fame 

Text of Scripture, that I have done, Rev. 6.9, 10, 

11. Vſque quo Domine ? How long Lord, how long ? 

- Aquinas brings in a another Scripture for prooſe 

of this truth, 2 Tim. 4. 8. From henceforth is layd 

up for me 4 Crowne of righteouſneſs, which the Lord 
the righteous Judge ſhall give unto me at that day. At 
what day? At the day of his glorious appearing, 

28 it follows in the ſame Text, When Chriſt ſbal 

appear in flawing fire to render vengeance. 2 Theſ. 

1. 7. Whenthe Sonne of Man ſhall come in the Cloudi, 

with power and great glory, and all his boly Angels with 

lime That's the day of his appearing 3 at that 
| day 
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day ſhall St. Paul receive his Crowne, not before . * 
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till then, it is layd up for him. At that day ſhall 
thoſe ſouls under the Altar, before mentioned, 
receive their Crowns of Martyrdome alſo ; for 
the preſent, there were white Robes given to every 
one of them ; but not the Crowns till that day. 
The fame alſo doth he affirme of the ſtate of the 
ſouls of wicked men ſeparated from their bodies; 
Sic puniri ut etiam reſerventur in diem judicii longe 
alin aſperioribus pxnu æternis, videlicet, in corpore, 
O. anima cruciandi : That they are ſo puniſhed 
here, during the time of their ſeparation, that 
they are allo reſerved unto the Judgement of the 
preat day, then to be tormented in body and ſoul 
with farr more ſharp and grievous puniſhments for 
evermore. | 

hut if you would ſee more of Antiquity in theſe 


matters, and will be at the pains of it, doe but 


conſule Athanaſtus, in an Epiſtle of his, cited by 
Epiphanius, Hzxiel. 77. and in his Book, De Incar- 
natione Verbi. St. Cyrill, De rala fide ad Theodos 
ſium. Otcumenius, and divers others, who in their 
Expoſitions of that Text in St. Peter, 1 Pet. 3. 19. 
Who-was' put to death as concerning the Fleſh, but 
quickned by the Spirit. By which Spirit, he went and 
Preach't to the ſþirits which are in Priſon. We 
AL P 2 pre ve 


prove firſt, Chriſts. deſcent into Hell; and upon 
the words following, That be Preach't unto the 
ſpirits, or ſouls detained in that Priſon. As Saint 
Jade ſaith of the evill Angells, That they are in 
priſon, and bound in chains of darkneſs, reſerved uns 
the judgement of the great day: The evill Angells, 
and the ſouls of wicked men, both in the fame 
condition, both fecur'd in Prifon, both in chains, 
both reſery'd unto the judgement of the great 
day: And it will follow by the rule of oppoſits, 
That if the ſouls of the Saints and Martyrs be not 
yet in the fruit ion of their perfect and conſum- 
mate happincſs ; then neither are the fouls of 
wicked men in that exquiſite torment, which they 
are condemned unto, and into which they (hall be 
caſt at the judgement of the great day: but that 
there is an intermediate eſtate, though that very 
wretched and miſerable, under which they lye, 
untill that day: And, I ghink, this is ſufficient]y 
proved in both the branches of it by Scriptures, 
ſtrong and cleere fgr it, and by the jugdements of 
holy and learned men, commenting upon them; 
and fo is a ſufficient anſwer to the firſt Part of the 
exception, and enough to free me from Preaching 
New DoGrine, and to declare that I am not alone 
in this Opinion, Of the intermediate cſtare o 
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The ſecond Part of the exception lyes in this, 
That it in uſeleſs : That admitting theſe tenents be 
true, yet they are uſeleſs: It demands therefore 
VW hereto they are uſe full ? To which I Anſwer. 

Sol. The knowledge of them is uſefull to ma- 
ny ſpeciall purpoſes; particularly to theſe: 
Firſt, It is very ſatisfactory to the minde of 
every man (I think) that hath a ſoule, to know 
the ſtate of it, both preſent and future; yea, to 
know as much of it, as is knowable: Knowledge 
ts pretious, and a great delight unco the ſoule; 
When wiſedom entreth into thy beart, and knowledge 
delighteth thy ſoule, ſaith Solomon, Prov, 2. ro. So 
knowledge is a delight unto the foule, and the 
more high and excellent the object is, about which 
it is converſant, the moge excellent and pretious 
ts the knowledge. But what more high and pre- 
tious object can there be, next unto God, and 
the Angells, then the ſpirits and ſouls of men ? 
What more worthy to take up our moſt ferious 


thoughts, and diligent ſtudies, then the diſqui- 


fition of thoſe high things that doe concerne 
them? What mare ſatisfactory then the attam- | 
wg 


ing of them in all choſe things that are knoy: 
able. an F #1 | 
Secondly, * Tis uſefull for preſerving of men 
againſt Atheiſme, that bruitiſh ſinne, which doth 
ſo ſpread it ſelfe in the world, and invaded ſo great 
a part of the Sonns of men; for though they doe 
not ſpeak out plainly with their Tongues, yet how 
many of them ſay in their hearts and lives, There 
# no God, nor De will, nor Heawen, nor Hell, nor An- 
gelli, nor Spirits, nor ſouls of Men? and all through 
their ignorance of this Point, That they cannot 
ſatisſie themſelves what becomes of the ſouls of 
men ſeparated from their bodies, through ſo long 
a tract of time as two, three, foure, or five thou- 
ſand years intermediate between the time of their 
diſſolution by Death, and their re- union again at 
The Refurrection. | 
» Thirdly, Tis uſefull to confirme men in the 
aſſurance of the Immortality of the ſoule, while 
it informes them what becomes of it, where it is, 
and what it does or ſuffers, where is the place of it, 
what the ſtate of ir, what the iniployments, what 
the enjoyments : Concetring all which being be. 
fore ignorant, and in the dark, they could not tell 
what to think of the ſouls of men, more then of 
brairs, of. whicli Solon tuket nôtice, Ecclef. 3. 


20, 21. 
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20, 21. ſpeaking in their Language, Who knoweth 
whether the ſfirit of Man aſcend apward? and the 


ſpirit of a Beaſt: def, cend downward ? All goe to one 


place, Ove.” and theretore rann away in their own 
fancies, and vain imaginations, into divers errors, 
concerning; the ſouls of men dying; ſome ima- 
gining they were annihila ted, and altogether ex- 
tinguiſned: Some, that they were layd aſleep, as 
the bodies were, till the Reſurrection: Some, 
that they were tranſmigtated out of one body 
into another: Some one thing, ſome another; in 
the midſt of theſe doubrfull vatieties, they began 
to queſtion, whether there were any difference 
between the ſouls of men, and of bruits, as Solos 
won here intimates; and 'for want of ſome more 
diſtinct knowledge in this matter, lived at a ven- 
ture. Againſt all theſe errors and evills, the 
truths here delivered are a ſute and ſoveraigne re- 
medy ; the vain imaginations in which men rann 
away in the variety of their own fancies, concern 
ing the extinction, annihilation, ſlee ping, tranſmi- 
gration, &c. of the ſouls of men dying, all dye 
before theſe truths here delivered, and vaniſh 
away, and mens minds are ſetled and confirmed 
in the aſſurance of the immortality of the fouls, 


while they doe diſtinctly informe them, * — 
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comes of them, into what receptacles they are 
received upon their ſeparation, and in what ſeve- 
Fall ares they paſs cheir immortality. 

Fourthly, þ is uſefull for admoniſhing of all 
men while theyare in the body, to — care of 
their ſouls, and to provide for the ir future condi- 
tion, to preſerve them pure, chat upon their ſepa- 
ration, they may be taken up into thoſe pure ba- 
birations, into which no unclean thing may en- 
ter, not to defile, or clog them with ſinne and 
. guile, whereby they may be preſt down, and bin- 

dered in their light and 'paſtage' into the higher 
Heavens, the pee en appointed fot 
then. 

Fifrhly, lt is uſefull for the overthrowing of 
that Limbus Fatrum, Limbs Infantum, and other 
roomes and ſpacious places in the Fabricke of 
the -Popiſh "Purgatory, which they have erected 
in their on imaginations for:receptacles, where: 
in they would lodge the ſouls of men, when they 
are — from their bodies, there to remain 
fora long traQ of time in priſon, and in pain, till 
they be ſuffieiently purged and puniſhed, except 
there be ſome extraordinary means uſed for the 
reliefe, or teleaſe of them, or for the mitigating 
of their paine, either firſt, by a multitude of Maſs 


ſes 


es dayly ſaid and ſung for them. Or ſecondly, By 

me ſuffrages of the living, praying for the dead, 
from whence all theſe Epitaphs upon their Graves 
and Tombes, Orate pro anima, Pray for the ſoule of 
ſuch a one. Or thirdly, By ſome munificence, or e- 
minent works of Charity done upon their account. 
Or fourthly, By applying unto them ſome of the 
works of ſupererogation, taken out of the Treaſury 
of the Church, and by the Popes ſpecial favour con- 
fer'd upon them, &c. Thete imaginations (before 
the truth in this Diſcourſe declared) fall to the 
ground, while it teacheth, That there is no ſuch 
Linbus Patrum as they pretend to, nor need there 
any; but that their ſouls preſently upon the ſe- 
-paration of them, pafs into the Etheriall Hea- 
vens, where they are in reſt, and peace, in bliſs, 
happineſs and glory, that the blood of Chriſt ſhed in 
due time, that was in the fulneſs of time, was as effe- 
Quall to the purging, waſhirg, ſaving, and ſancti- 
tying of the foals of the Fathers that lived in 
the farſt generation of the world, before his eom- 
ming in the fleſh, as it is now, for the purging, 
' Waſhing, faving and ſanctifying of the ſouls of 
belee vers ſince his coming, and will be to the end 
of the world, that as to the vertue of his Death, 
Paſſion, Reſurre&ion, and Aſcenſion, He way a 
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comes of chem, i into what receptacles they are 
teceived upon:their ſeparation, and in what ſeve- 
vall ſtates they paſs chair immortality. 

Fourthly, I is uſefull-for-admoniſhing of al 
men while they are in the body, to _ care of 
their ſouls, and to provide for their future condi- 
tion, to preſerve them pure, chat upon their ſepa- 
ration, they may be taken up into thoſe pure ha- 
bitations, into which- no unclean thing may en- 
ter, not to defile, or clog them with ſinne and 
. guile, whereby they may be preſtdown, and hin- 
dered in their! fight and 'paſtage' into the higher 


Heavens, the an e appointed fot 
then. 


Fifehly, It is uſefull for the overthrowing of 
that Limbus Patram, Limbes Infantum, and other 
roomes and ſpacious places in the Fabricke of 
the -Popiſh Purgatory, which they have erected 
in their own imaginations fot teceptacles, where: 
in they would lodge the ſouls of men, when they 
are — from their bodies, there to remain 
fora long tract of time in ptiſon, and in pain, till 
they be ſuffieienily purged and puniſhed, except 
there be ſome extraordinary means uſed for the 
relicfe, or releaſe of them, or for the mitigating 
ol cheir peine, either fieſt, by a multitude of Maſs 


ſes 


ter dayly ſai and fung for them. Or Tecondly, By 


me ſuffrapes of the hving, praying for the dead, 
from whence all theſe Epitaphs upon their Graves 
and Tombes, Orate pro animâ, Pray for the ſoule of 
ſuch a one. Or thirdly, By ſome munificence, or e- 
minent works of Charity done upon their account. 
Or fourthly, By applying unto them ſome of the 
works of ſupererogation, taken out of the Treaſury 
of the Church, and by the Popes ſpecial favour con- 
ter d upon them, &c. Thete imaginations (before 
the truth in this Diſcourſe declared) fall to the 
ground, while it teacheth, That there is no ſuch 
Linbus Patrum as they pretend to, nor need there 
any; but that their ſouls preſently upon the ſe- 
-paration of them, pafs into the Etheriall Hea- 
vens, where they are in reſt, and peace, in bliſs, 
happineſs and glory, that the blood of Chriſt ſhed in 
due time, that was in the fulneſs of time, was as effe- 
Quall to the purging, waſhing, ſaving, and ſancti- 
tying of the ſoals of the Fathers that lived in 
the farſt generation of the world, before his eom- 
ming in the fleſh, as it is now, for the purging, 
| waſhing, faving and ſanctifying of the ſouls of 
belee vers ſince his coming, and will be to the end 
of the world, that as to the vertue of his Death, 
Paſſton, Reſurrection, and Aſcehſion, He was a 
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vaſt ſpace conteining this wretched and wicked 


aftly,-Ie is uſeful] for the anſwering of that 
great queſtion, with which we are ſo ſrequently, 
and lo importunately urged by inquiſitive peo- 
ple, to ſhe w them, where Lecoll Hell is: They can- 
ek Ka themſelyes where Locall Hell is; and 
t 


ercfore they are apt to belee ve, there is none at 


all; This Diſcourſe ſatisfies them where it is ; for 


and ſecur d in chains of darkneſs. It is where the 


fouls of wicked men are impriſoned, both re ſer ved 10 


the Judgement of the great day: And where that is, 
this Diſcourſe tells; and not this Diſcourſe, or 
Treatiſe, but the Apofile Se. Jude, wer.6. St. Paul, 
Epheſ. 6. 12. Epheſ. 2. 2. St. Peter, 1 Pet. 3. 19. 
Thoſe places where thoſe evill Angells, and where 
the ſouls and ſpirits of wicked men are impriſo- 
ned, and ſecured untill that day, are the Local! 
Hell for the preſent. If you ask further, Where 
Lecall Hell ſball be, after that great day ? I Anſwer, 
What need you look any. further for it, then the | 


Nt 
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= i Tab) Dili. 1 
5 world "whercio, we now dycll...You. 
ew what St. Peter hath Propheſied conceming 
, with all the Elements in it, all the Creatures, 
and works upon it, all the viſible Heavens 
over it, that they (hall be conſumed by fice, 2 Pe- 
fer 3. 10. The Heavens ſhall paſs away with a noyſe,, 
ind the Elements ſpall melt with fervent: heat, and 
the Earth, with the works thergin, ſhall be conſumed, 
by fre: Now, when theſe things ſhall be deſtroy- 
ed, conſumed, annihilated, what need we look: 
any further for a Locall Hell then this vaſt ſpace. 
which theſe. mighty bodies took up, when they 


—_— 


were in being ? When there ſhall be no Sunne to 
rule the day, nor Moon, nor Starrs to govern the 
Night, nor to divide the times; there ſhall he no, 
atſtinction -berween day and night, but all ſhall, 
be night without day, when, the Sunne ſhall be 
no more, the Sea ſhall be ro more, time ſhall be 
no more, the Earth ſhall be no more, all theſe vi- 
le Jeayens, within the teach of the conflagra- 
h no more, there's ſpace enough for 
the Locall Hell ſo much enquired after. I have 
etc es te you before the preſcarHell, the Fri 
lane in, which the evilt- Angells,, and, ſouls of 
wicked men with them are ſecur d. unto that day, 
Id arc already in the beginnings of that Hell 
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and 
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Sion torment into which then tf 27 dal b be en. 
and ſent with an Ite malechli. bs that's 5 r 
which St. Jude ſpeaks, unto which they were re. 

ſerved; when the fentence ſhall be executed on 

them to the full, and they ſhall be caſt into the ex- 
tremity of torment in * Lake of everlaſtin 
dai and that's the Hell, the generall Hell, 
the Local] Hell, ſo much enquired aftet, we need 
not goe fart to ſeek. it. 

+ There are two plaufible ObjeQions againſt this 
Opinion, which ſeem to thwart this, That this 


N it by fire, 
The firſt is eo That this world ſhall not be 


that lice, che ſobſtance of ic fit} remaining. 


ſo; yet there ſhall be another world newly crea» 
ted in the roome of it, out of St. Peter, 2 Fe 3» 
10. Newertbelefs, we look for new Heawens, and 4 
new Earth, according to bis promiſe, wherein dne Herb 
eouſue ß. 

Ta the firſt, I would deſire you to conſult Cor 
| ra Vorſlins 

| wygeth twelve other et prefſing Texcs of Scripture 
by tot 


inferiqut world wherein we now dwell, is to be 
che place of general, and Locall Hell, After the 


thet confumed, but onely purged, and refined by 
2. Thefceond this, That though it ſhould be 


upon this Text, of St. Ferer, who | 


4 


þ 


; 


. * 


for the utter zbolition of this lower world by 
the conflagra tion at the laſt day; which are ſe- 
conded by the conſent of many Fathers alſo, Cons 
vertentur in nihilum, (faith Saint Jerome) they 
ſhall be battered into nothing. Aunihilabuntur, 
(faith St. Hilary) they ſhall be annihilated: Is 
nibilum redigentur, (ſay the recognitions of Cie- 
mens ;) but to goe no farther then St. Peters own 
words in the Text and context, they bear it cleer 
enough for the Abolition, not the Purgation of 
this world by the conflagration : For doth he not 
ſay punctually, ver. 7. That the Heavens and 

rth which are nam, are Apt in ſtore, and reſerv d 
unto fire againſt the day of Judgement > And doth 
he not ſay plain]y, ver. 10. That accordingly, be 
Emth, with the works therein ſhall be burnt up ® 
not barely hurnt, but burn up. Doth he not come 
to particulars, and ſhe w, Thoſe great bodies ſpall 
be deftroyed, the Heavens ſhall paß away with a 
great noyſe, and the Elements ſpall melt with fer- 
vent beat, the Eartb burnt ap 7 And wer. 12. 
That all theſe 1hings ſhall be diſſolved : but diſ- 
ſolution doth not mend a Fabtick, as Serrarins 
well urgeth againſt Snarem in this caſe. And 
ber. 1 3. That we are te lk for eme: Put all 
tele expreſſions together, They are reſerved, — 
| = 3 
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| Ne for fert 5 they fall" by burn ap ; they Pot 
nfs away with a great noyſe, melt with fervent heat, 
bruifſalved ʒ and all this while, and amongſt them 
al} not one word of purgation, purifying, or te- 
fing; or reſerving the ſubſtance of it: It is clear, 
St. Peter himſelf ſpeaks not of a refining, in re- 
ſpect of the qualities; but an utter abolition of 
che fubſtance it ſeſſe of this old world: As the 
Fugtant being finiſhed; the Stage is taken away; 
ſd all the Tragedies which ate Acted upon the 
Srage of this world, being ended; the Stage ſhall 
be pulled down, broken in "pieces, burnt with 
fire; as an Engine or Fabrick of which there is no 
more uſe, it ſhall be no more. 

But what ſhall! we ſay to the other Objection, 
rayſed out of the words of Se. Peter, ver. 13. Put 
ur look for new Heuvend, and a new Earth, ac- 


0 


eſe 


—— a- Phoenix) out of the Aſhes of it another 
Vor 


'6rld, yet) God Keil Ereate môtker fe W World 
iche rooin off and then we aft hut where we 
were, it reſpect of Lhie ſpate! ad place, and room 


AAP? we 
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cording t0 his promiſe, wherein dwelleth righteouſ- 


Which; words feem* to import, That though. 
this preſent old World ſhall then be diſſolved, 
| conſumed, burnt up; yet (if thete doe not ſpring, 


we ſhould have for Locall Hell, theſe new Hea- 
dens and Earth will cake it up. | 

To this I Anſwer, That indeed, we doe look 
for new Heavens, and a new Earth, according to his 
promiſe, and according to St. Peters words, and 
hall enjoy them too, and dwell in them, But 
what ate thole Heavens? but thoſe higheſt Hea- 
yens, the Celeſtiall Paradiſe, the glorious habi- 
tations of the Saints, and of Gods Ele&, which 
+ || be hath prepared for them from the beginning of 
the world, and into which he will receive them 
at that day, when he ſhall ſay unto them, Venite 
ene dict: Come ye bleſſed, enter into the Kingdom 
prepared for you from the beginning of the world: 
and theſe are called New; not in reſpec of their 
new making, but in reſpect of our new taking 
poſſeſſion of them (by a moſt happy change) For 
our new habications : So that, New Heavens, and 
New Earth, in this place fignifieth no more, but a 
New Habita tion, farr more glorious then this that 
we now have in this lower world; that as now, 
the Earth under us, and the Heavens over us, are 
the place of our Habitation; fo, after theſe ſhall 
be deſtroyed, that we may not fear we ſhall want 
a habitation, he tells us, We ſhall have another, 


and a better Habitation, fart more excellent and 
glorious 


5 GS 


e 4 then this 4 „ which in al{nfion to theſs; 
he calls, New Heavens, and New. Earch, to make 
us now, we ſhall be no loſers by. the change: 
And for this expoſition, I might. quote you Au- 


thori enough, Ireneus, Hilory, Hypolitne, and others 
but | will cite you a wholeLibrary. of Fathen 
and Schoolemen, and all in-one; who was him: 
ſelfe a living Library, I meane the late Learned 
and Reverend Lord Biſhop of, Worcefter Door 
Prideaux, Regius Profeſſor in the Univerſity of Ox 
ford, and Rector of Exeter Colledge, i in which I lived 
under his Government {ome years: He Preach'tat 
the Court upon this very Text, 1 Peter 3. 13. his 
Sermon is in Print, and intitled, The Chriſtians ex- 
pefation ; where all along, he proves, The New 
Heawens, here mentioned, to be no other, but the 
hizheft Heevens, appointed for the Habitations of 
the Saints in glory. 

But what need we trouble our ſelves to ſearch 
the Libraries of the Fathers and Schoolemen, to 
ask their Judgement and Conſent in this matter? 
St. Peter himſelfe has cleered the Point in queſti- 
on to our hands, That the Heawenz, in the Text, 
though here called New, can be no other, but 
thoſe glorious Heavens above, now in being: For 
thus he further commendeth them to us, Tha 


they 
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they are Heavens wherein dwelleth righteouſneſs : 
be doth not ſay, wherein ſhall dwell righteouſaeſs, 
in the future 3 but wherein now dwelteth righte- 
oſneſt; in the preſent Tenſe. We cannot ſay of 
Heavens hereafter to be Created, That righte · 
cuſneſs now dwelleth in them, before they are 
in | 
Heavens which we look for, That righteowſueſs now 
dvelleth is them, therefore they ate now in be- 
ing, long ſince Created from the beginning. 
That which is in expedta tion, and the ne wneſe 
here mentioned, is not to be underſtood in re- 
pet of the making of them, or the ſuture be- 
ing of them, as if they were not yet in being; 
bac in reſpe& of our entrance into them, our 
taking Poſſeſſion of them, and Habitation in 
them, ſo they ſhall be new to us. I know there 


are of the other Opinion, not a few, for the 


i | new Creation of a new World, new Heavens, 
> || and a new Earth in the roome of this preſent 
? | World, when it ſhall be aboliſht and diffolved : 
- || Bat: fee: how weakly they proſecute that fancy, 
en they would confirme themſelves, and others 
e ia it: They tell us of what excellent ule it ſhall 
be; As firſt, For a Monument of what hath been. 
decondl y, For a. zeceptacle of. ſuch as. had dev 
70 R 
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being t But the Apoſtle ſaith expreſsly of the 


ſerved ( 
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Heaven nor Hell fuch' as they 


ſetyed neither 
=» ti were not capable oi the one, and they 
thuught it pitty they ſholld be condemned to 
the other; ſuch as Infants, dymg without Baps 
tiſme, Idiots, and ignorant people; that wanted 
capacity: to underſtand ae trutii . honeſt morall 
men, which never had che way db Goſpel. alva. 
tion made known unto them, ſuch cas FIA, Arlt 
ftotle, Plutarch, Cato, Go. Thiedl yp That it might 
be an outlet, or as it wore, a Country Hauſe 
for the Saints and Angellſs to comei dbwn into; 
where to ſolace themſel ves for their recreation, 
and the like; all but Rabbinirall fancies, and 
Jeſuiticall ſurmiſes, without any ground any 
where, but in their own imaginations : As if 
the Lord had not roome enough wherein to 
diſpoſe of his Saints and Angells, and all his te- 
ſpectively, except he ſnould make another neu 
World to entertein them in. Whereas our Savi- 
our. tells us, Their receptacle were prepared for 
them from the beginning of the world, Mat. 25. 
Known to the Lord are all hin orkt from the be 
Ninning; and he will not have ſo many ſupernu : 
meraties in the end of the World, as that the 
Babrick made in the beginniug for the rece pt ion 


them, ſbould not ſerve themurne. But to _—_ | 
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be doubrfall in this ſeruple, let it be well 
minded: what St. Feser ſaith further here in this 
dent, He laat or m Heaven , not for a new 
Heaven, in the ſingulat ʒ but for new Heavens, in 
the Plurall number + By which it appears, there 
aremore Heavens ther one in the World above, 
the Lord toidiſpoſe of his Saints and Angells 
in 3 a juſtification to what I have ſaid in the 
former Part of this Treatiſe, wherein I affirmed, 
Tat there are more Heavens then one above the 
Karry Firmament. I named two between it, and 
the Empyrcan, or fiery Heaven, where the Throne 
af. God is ; and who knows how many. more 
dete may be d Let no man object againſt this, 
what St. "Paul ſayes of his Rapture . the third 
Heaven, and therefore there ate no more; that 
doth mot follow, A man is taken up into a third 
iplace, ; therefore there is not a fourth, nor a fifth: 
It otild follow: rather the contrary, that there 
rf were: For, Non dicitur primus niſi in ordine ad ſeenn- 
ur: A fiuſt is not ſaid to be ſo, but in order to 
„AA ſcoond, and ſo ſor ward; In numeri ordinalibus, 
j DOaumbertof. oder, till you coine to the laſt. 
ay father; tlrat in ſuch . a refpect is to 
+chidnvliere you begin vo number, accord! ing £0 


hichitht . ame plate-may:fall-in account to be 
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| Gli, ko o¹ ithind, or fourth, Thirdly, The 
| Heavens are faid to be-more, or leſs, as they are 
VB diſtinguiſhed: and divideds-9 80 Ariſtotle. numbety 
but eight, P:olomie nine, Purbaccbive ten, Magis 
eleven, and this diſtinQion they make from the 
daiſtinct motions they have — in the wan. 
ding and fixed Statt. Our Chriſtian Divine 
generally number but three, and that from Saiat 
Panls rapture, mentioned before: Yet a Reverend 


and Learned Biſhop of oute, | mean Biſhop Bilſes, 
in bis Sutve y of -Chrifts: ſufſcrings, numbers foure, 
and that fourth to be that which is called, The 
Heaven of  Heawens : For, Tbes Chrift is faid ts 
have efcended farr above all Heavens, Epi, * 
10. 3 

| Thus you ſee here are great vagietieeiol op. | 
mions touching the number of the Heavens, and ||| 
the Celcſtiall Orbs : And yet in the midſt of a 
hid variety, the difference is; not ſo great, but 
ie may be fairly reconciled, ſo as there ſhall be 
ſound no contradition at all betwint them: 34 
thus, Be they as many ag they will, dbey may al 
con veniently be divided, e ſorted into thek 
+ three Heavens, or compages of Heavens (if you 
will:) The Acriall, the Sydercall, and the Ethe» 


1. 80 Heavens i Under che furl ol theſe is. come 
prehended 
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pebenffed all that ſpace, which: from the Earth 
ande, reacheth unto the, 'Mooke; the low. 
| af che Luniinaties'of Heaven, tFoules' fly» 
u i it, are called, Foules of Heauen, Mat. 6, 
Uader the ſecond is comprehended all 
thole Orbes and Sphcars wherein the iStatrs are 
dz Whether the /fixed, or the wandering 
83 The Starrs are called, Starry of Heaven. 
And under the third is comprehended all that 
inſinite ſpace, which ia above the Starry Firma- 
mcnt, and the Sydereall Hes vene, be it never fo 
or the Heavens in it never ſo many; and 
in this three-fold diviſion of the Heavens, 
into Abriall, Sydereall, and Ethberiall, we ſhall 
taſily reconcile Aſtronomy and Divinity toge- 
ther, the Mathematicall Account, with - the 
Theologicall. In it St. Paul may finde by tb 
Neeves, Biſhop Bilſon his fourth, Hrißule may 
ſinde his eight,  Pro/omy hie nines, Parbicchias 
his tenn, and Maginas his eleven, and neither of 
| | them wrong other in the reckoning, ſo they 
| | ſeek them While they are there in being ; bur 
that muſt be before the Conflagra tion here in 
this Text Propheſied of by St. Peter. For in the 
pat: burning bere ſpoken of, the two former, 
the MMcielh esd the Syderealt Heavens, _ 
At treo rk 
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r oye + of herd mill be deſtroyed; 
— Alb fall⸗under ebe · far 
ka ane wida. Gt Feser i hatll expre k tho 
A ri ———— filling the 
eait lui tetror and uſtoniſiment to think 
vn: The bung f's Nouſe aD nt, City 
wia lumenerble sgh, Moche⸗ of Jer 
clamp and the Temple, Tims himſelf, which wal 
who cxecutionerof, it, lamented greatly, and wiz 
ſore! q it ved, and truubled at fo lamentable a 
ſpecdache x Bur What Maß thut, in compariſon to 
this, not ſo much as the burning of a Cottage in 
dompatiſon of vitiſelfe Þ The burning of Soda 
Ind Sound unh, and Zeboing, foure Cities ih 
tho Plane wich fre and welch tone from lea ven, 
Was 4 Type of this burning, but ſlenderly te. 
bpreſenting' it, a0 0 many bonfires to a my 
Gain Thel Prophet! Ib, fore-telling t 
horrible de ſtructiom of '1 «Wing of ria; ti 
doi it forth under the type — tirle of Topht, 
vor Hell, Ifgyi go. 33. in terrible termes as beforc 
eme bred, F Topher $-Prepartit of old # Nh 
n King' 1 „ prepor ea (meuning tbe 
3 of Aﬀſyoia,' : which in bis cloſt ſiege againſt 
em; lay thete witk his: Ak pond went off 
aun pon yoo wen deed ſoteſBoteand hi | 
| thouſan 


BLANC: command: 09 50 7 


| — 127 
thouferd men) he bah made! it deep and large. 
le pils thereof in fire, and much wasd © tbe heath 
if the Lor, 4. a rene af ern fone ccoth. nc 
1% This Tephet was Valley on the South ſide 
of Jeruſalem, ¶ Faſbs. x8. 16.) in which the Ido. 
litrous Fews:did burn their Children in the fire, to 
Hr ters up in ſaerifpee, anth;Meloch, contrary 
to the expreſs. command / of God, Levit. 20. 1, 
It! was called Tonbet, from Toph, which in the 
Hebrew ſigniſieth a Dramme.zfrom whence Tophes 
the diminutive of it ſiznifyingi 4 little Drumme, 
dr Fabrer:; beczuſe, while theſe, Children were 
burning; the Idolatrous Prieſts beate upon theſe 
Drumme and -playd:,on theſe Tabrets, pattly 
for the ſwlemnity of the ſetvice, and partly; to 
dtawne the ecyinꝑ, and ſhreeking of the poor In- 
nocents in the flames: It was the Land of one 
Mauna, there fore called, The, Valley of Hinnom,; 
ind in the New. Teſtament, Ge henna andi taken 
for Hell; Maztb- 5. 21. Marth. 8. 9. Jeſeab had 
ſuch indignation» againſt this Idolatrous place, 
that in his great Reformation; 2 Ning, 23. 10. 
He defiled itʒ he made it che vety ſinke, aud dung- 
uit ot the City, a place fot: the execution of 
I 'MilefaQors, and where thofe which were denyed 
all, we lest outyand la unburied, a-: place | | 


where- 
* 
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ff che City, where: the Feules of the Ayre, and 
tbcaftn might Prey mpon chem 5 yet, for feate 
they Mould corrupt the ure, und cauſe infecb- 
dus diſeaſes, there were continuall fires kept all. 
Wa yes burning, to conſume the bones, and pu- 
tified Cackaſles whether of mem or beaſts, which 
were-caſt out there t And for: the Joathſomneſy 
df the place, and the continual] burning in it, 
it was called Gebenns, Hell, and Hell fire: Unto 
Which, it is «probable, our Saviour alludes, 
hen deſeribing Hell, he faith, The Worme never 
wes, nor the Fire never goeth ont: The Worm 
that is bred out- of thoſe\purrefa@ions, which 
| Urcther gnuwing; eauſeth farther putte faction, 
phie ver eeaſeth to adminiſter matter of burning to 


the fire, nor the fire ever goeth out, or eeaſeth 
to feed it ſelſe upon it: Vet, as there are di- 
vers degrees" of beate in the fine, and the fiery 
furnace” into which the three Childzen were caſt, 
was heat ſeven times horter, :then ut: other. times : 


—— — — 


- 4+ * A "4 ® 8 
, 4 


”_ | * e * x35 
Wo: | —— r. 129 
de besten with many ſtripes: 


The latter was to be 
beiten wo, bat weh fewer ripe. TheStoicks were 
fir out in their Motallt, when they taught; 
Preeats eſe zqualis, That all ſinns were equall. 
Our Saviour his expoſition of the ſixth Com- 
mandement, hath taught us otherwiſe, Marth. 
5. 22. when he ſaith, That who ſoe ver 1 angry 

with bis brother unadviſedly, ſhall be in danger of 

the judgement : and whoſoever ſaith unto hjs bro- 

ther, Rachs, ſball be worthy to be puniſhed by the 

Mancellie but whoſoever ſhall ſay nmo bi brother, 
on foole, ſhall be in danger of Hell fire. Where 
thider the forme of theſe three Courts among 
the, Jews +» Firſt, The Court of three, or the 
Triwwwiri; here called, The Judgement, which bad 
the” hearing and puniſhing of ſmaller matters. 
betoridly,; The Court of three and twenty, here 
tilled, The Conncell, which had the hearing and 
puniſhing of © ertmes of 'a higher nature. And 
tMrdly, Of the higheft Court of all, conſiſting 
of theceſcore and eleven, which they called their 
- | Shied#iny,” which Judged the higheſt matters, 
and paniſhed by death it ſelſe, whether by hang- 
Mp, behending, ſtoning, or burning in Ge benns, 
vefore mentioned ; he cleerly ſhe we th, that there 
ite grent· differenctv of fin; and ſinners; and (6 
V1 S there 
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there ſhall be alſo of puniſhments proportions 
bly, under which the damned ſhall be held, and 
tormented in Hell for evermore. Unto which, 
the enlargement of Tophet, by the deſtruction 
of this world, in the great Conflagration, hall 
be much conducing, in giving convenient roome 
for it. Abd as the puniſhment, and torment cf 
the damned in Hell ſhalt be of divers, and diffe- 
cent meaſures, and degrees; Potentes potenier 
craciabuntur : Mighty men ſhall be mightily tor. | 
mented ; fo, that the joy and glory of the Ca» iſ 
leſtiall Inhabitants, ſhall be as different, in mex 
ſure, and depree, is clearly revealed in Scripture, 
They that be wiſe, . ſhall ſhine as the brighmeſs of 
the Firmament, and they that turne many to righ- 
teouſneſs ſhall ſhine as the Starra for ever and ever, 
Daniel 12. 3. Which Saint Paul in 1 Cor. 15. 
further copfirmes, and more cleerly explicatet 
this, There is one glory of the Sunne, another of 
the Moone, and another glory of the Starrs : fat 
gue Starr differeth from another Starr in glory, ver. 
41. And then to prevent all miſtakes, and 
{ - Jiſputes about it, he applyes it to this very 
þ ug verſe 42. Even fo is the ReſurreGion 
rom the dead, And to this doth this Text of 


. 


Saint Peter well agree, where it ſayes, Ve look 


for 


— 
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far new Heavens, in the Plurall Number, (who 
owe how many) Ethereall Heavens, but he 
yy made them? but Heavens they are, there- 
fore more then one, and this neceſſary for two 
Reaſons : Firſt, For the vaſt ſpaces that are re- 
quired to diſpoſe of the Czleſtiall Inhabitants 
in, ſpaces which no man can meaſure for mul- 
titudes, which no man can number. 
, Secondly, For the orderly diſpoſing of them 
ig thoſe Heavens according to the dignity, and 
lory ; the purity, and holineſs of thoſe that 
. ball be placed in them. For as one Starr; fo, 
Heaven, diſfereih from another in glory. In my 
Fathers Houſe are many Manſions ; thoſe Manſi- 
ons not of equall beauty and magnificence ; 
variety of Manſions for variety of Inhabitants; 
to ſome are reſerved Crowns, to other Lau- 
tells z ſome are clothed in White, the immedi- 
ate pediſſequz of the Lambe, which follows him 
, | whetherſoever he  gocth : others attend at a 
farther diſtance. In the ſecond and third Chap- 
ters of the Revelation, there are ſeven ſeverall 
rewards aſſigned to them that overcome. In the 
ineteenth of Saint Lale, we ſee, upon the 
Account given by the ſervants of the improve- 
8 2 a ment 
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went of che Talents commirecg to their truſt, 


Que ii made Ruler wor ten Cities : another over 
e every car hath his re ward (according to 
his care and faichfulneſs) proportioned unto 
him. But what need we multiply words, in a 
caſe fo cleer ; conſider but the preſent ſtate of 
the Caleſtiall Inhabitants, the holy Angels, now 
in glory; and from thence you will eaſily col. 


le&, what the ſtate of the Saints ſhall be after 


the Reſurceftion : you will finde them diſtri. 
- - byted into ſeverall Claſſes, or Orders of An- 
gets, in dignity and glory, one above another, 
Far we reade of Angelts, and Arch- Angells, 
of Chrrubims, and Setaphime, of Thrones, Do- 
simions, Principalities, Powers, &e. all which 
are fo wany Orders, and feverall Degrees of 
Angells excelling one another in dignity and 


glory. And if there be ſuch graduall diſtincti- 


ens new, of the Angells divided, and diſtriby- 
ted into fo many Orders, one above another in 
the Cæleſtiall Hierarchy ; certainly much more 
muſt it needs be ſo, after the Reſurtection, when 
the number of the Crleſtiall Inhabitants ſhall 


de ſo inſmitely augmented by the acceſs of all 


the Sainte, and ele people of God, which have 
211 fi . been 


been from the rs of the world, and ſhall 


p 
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be to the laſt man that ſhall ſand uppn the 
arch 1: that day. And it were ſtrange; Fol all 
theſe ſhould be limited to one Heaven to be 
lifpoſed-in, Which is all that ſome of you ſeem” 
to allow: but that Saint Peter hath better in- 
ſorm'd us in the Text, when he ſayes, We look 
for new Heavens, Heavens in the Plurall, Hea- 
rens enough for the Creator to diſpoſe of all. his 
people in, and to {ort them ſo, as that they ſhall - 
M be in thoſe Heavens, which are moſt conve- 
nient for them, and ſuitable to them, and for 
them-to be Inhabirants'in, and all theſe new 
too; not becauſe then newly Created: but be- 
eauſe we ſhall then newly take Poſſeſſion of them, 
and fo they (hall be new to us; not in them 
(elves, For "thy were Created of old, from the be- 
fing; from the foundation of the World. Let our 
Sviours own words, giving poſſeſſion of them, 
latisfie, and (lence all further diſpute, or queſti- 
onings in this matter, Mat. 25. 24. with which 
I ſhut up this Diſcourſe, Come ye bleſſed Children of 
ny Father, enter into the Inheritance of the Kings» 
dove prepared for you, from the foundation of the 


World. 
FINIS. 


